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REPE.\T OF A. \lilRiilllG: 
Accorling to an Austro.lu.n reruler, he sent n "n imsy11 to on 

advertiser in Collectors ' Jli8est , since when ( up to t he time of Itri t
ing thi s ) he had received no acknowledgment for his money nor the 
books he ordered . 

lie Dlll8t make it clear t hl t it i s not possible for us t o "ve t " 
adverti sement s which appear in this magazine . lie should not accept 
anything of an obviousl y questionnble rotux.., but if a man sends nlong 
a 2/6 announcement, mentioning books wanted and for snle it i s just 
not prac t icable to ask the advertiser for refere nces as to his 
ch:lrac t er . Especially as the chea t s n:re really very f ew and far 
between. 

lie cannot blind ourse l ves to the fac t that, when a reader bas 
been cheat ed i n the post, he bas often been not quite so prudent as he 
might hnve been. OJr Australian render sent a "flimsy ", which may 
mean a curr encx note . __ il l too many. of our overseasJriendsjg, send .•. 
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thei r own currency by unregistered m&J.l, Apart from being ill egcl, 
this ds an extremely risky proceeding , l eaving t he sender with no 
oofeprd at nll, There is no excuse for it usual l y, In Aust rali a 
and Canada , money orders can be obtained fo r the emct llll!ount in 
s terling , English postal orders se€111 to be nvnilable in New Zealand 
and South Africa , 

We hove advised before - o.nd we stress it again - that lorgish 
deals should be m::ule through a third party , This is a prot ec tion 
for vendor and p.,.rch:lser alike , We advi se all readers never to pay 
in C'.lSh, Always by cheque or crossed post:l l order . No man of o.ny 
standing at a ll, whether he has o bnnk account or not , has any diffi 
culty in negotiating a cheque . If he claims it would be nwkwo.rd for 
him to receive a cheque or crossed postal order, there is something 
fishy, Leave him alone , 

Coll ectors I Digest = t vouch for every adve rti sE111ent which 
nppears , but it is al ways r eady to ac t as n third party in any deal . 
If the IIl1ll1 to whom you make the suggest ion i s unwilling to use the 
third party syst€111, he is either very suspicious - or very untrust
worthy himself , We think the l ott er , Give him the air , 

LOOKII:G FOR':IARD: 
Another ·ye-::,;r stretches ohe.:td of ua. For a m001ent we ~ look 

b:t.ck .:it the year which is gone , one of the most successful in C.D. 
history , During th at year we presented three enlorged numbers , 
including our famous Double Number , In years to come, th.o.t one will 
be as precious as fomous tale s like "Bob Cherry' s Barring Out" and 
"The Mystery of the Painted Room. " Since No, 200 nppeored there has 
been o constant dem,md for i t - n d€111tlnd which we have been unable to 
meet at this office , Every copy went during the fi r st week of issue , 

Our 12 i ssues for 1963 are now being bound , A year of th e 
Digest JDDkes o delightful volume of th e right siz e , and the binding 
c:m be copied , year af t er year , till you have a lovely string of books 
on your shelves , It cnn be done quite inexpensively , 

Now to look for.arc! , In 1964 we shal l do everything in our power 
to mnke sure that C, D, surpasses it self , 

THE BLURRED Il-lAGE: 
The third Greyfrinrs story in LOOK & LEARN, which camnenced in 

the issue of mid-Decmber , proves t o be the opening tale of the 
!~story fuccolini Circus series of 1936 , The se le ct ion of whnt was 
n sumner story for present at ion early in t ho m,.lstmos season 7JJlJ;J se€111 
odd, but one bns ceased to wonder at anything , 
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It is, at oey rate, a gemrine story. Pruning , though drastic 

and uninspired , just gets a pass morlc in this first instlll.ment. 
Gentle shrinkage seems to be a lost art these days . 

It seems t mt LOOK & LEAR!I re<lders hnve not tumbled over one 
another to express their joy over these sto ri es (no ca,ments, please), 
and this latest story , according to 1'llllour, may be the last . 

The niggardl y , almost contoo,ptuous, presentation which the stories 
have received has been a gre,it disappointment to our r eaders, as my 
large mai.l-b,ig shollS. lie h.:ive nothing to add except regret that the 
image of a much- lov ed writer has been blurred in this way. 

THE EDITOR. 

DANNY' S DIARY 

JA>ltJARit ??tn~ t o hear the curr 1n-man. rlnglng hi s bell , the se .. i nter artemoons . 
He walks along wi th his DJUlna on a traY 1tl.l ch he balances on h is head. He has the 
traY covered wtth a dartc ireen cloth, and he catTt ed a bt g brass bell. Re ooges past 
our boUN mst attemoons «IO!Jt three 0 1 clock , and H\5:2 of ten bllys some tllltrtn.s 'lffllch 
are se-,ell tor Ureepence . 

The b ig nent of tbe rrcnt.b has been the J)Ubllcatlon or a new hal fpenny colOUNd 
paper ealled • Qi.Jckles. • It Is rea l l.1 w,nderf'lll valu e tor mney, llld they gave ,-a:, a 
bar or tortte wtth the rlrst 1.uue. fll.e paper Is a kind or cte1tc, wi th pl enty or 
ttor t ea a.a well, on the tront page are Breezy Ben arw1 Dismal ~tcllY, l'tlo are draN\ by 
lit'". tom WU.ktnaon. The edi tor says thlt Mr. Wilkinson Is a vel'7 t81:1)U.s artist who has 
bem tuic up on dlspliJY tn _. J.~. Frank Rlclw"ds baa a ser le.s or t.al e.s about 
couri t leld Council Scbool , all about Dick Tnm.per and SollY l.aiarua , and these stories 
lntr'Ol.'llce the Creytrlars boys. They are not so good a., the Hag.net stor i es. The first 
atory ln til l s .sertes wa.s •The F'cunder or the Feast.• There ts also a series about 
rernrs Locke, the faa)Us Cletectlve l'bo haS orten aweareo tn fbe St. Jlc *a tales.. 11\e 
tlnt one or these stories ts 'The Stolen Doctllent . • Also ln Chuckles 11 a serial by ,J, = : it:!'!1

1
::i!f .;::,er.er 1!1'11.1 Footballe r- bUt I derl' t or t-en read sertw . ttr. ll 

tng Wea. 
J.t the be&1M1na: or the 

IIOOth tlll:I ~ 1 went to tbe 
PoJ)Ular Pi cture Pal ace where 
we ,- •Tbe Cbtnue Death 
Thorn,• a very excltin& rum 
about New To$ *1 CbinatoRn. 
We allO ,_ 1 Dx>dl J.rden9 
,tiJch was tn "'° reei.s. A 
nr, l8d fl lD, ak1 JtJC e:rt«I a litt l e. 

In Pluet , Mit ch I han juat bouebt, Uley told the sc«y or • The Chlnese Death 
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Thom,• am gaTe aoaie scenes tram the ttlm , but tbe •to17 "as a blt dtt!erent tron the 
rnm. t t waa a ltalem rum. 

Ttie local oouncll has put new U&ht tnc ln Han;ier StNet. They are klnd or arc 
U&hts , tCJtch gin a brilllent blue lllht "1en the7 8" burnln&, bl.It thq pop Sld 
cradtle and ametl11t1 so oat . It la a bl& l c:p'Oftllent ln .ireet llgbtlnc., 

1'he Nasnet bu beell good all tbroUgh tbts JDC(l.tb, fbe ttrn ator7 was • Ructions 
tn uie Remo't?' tn .t,;tdl Lcrd Naulnere.r lest a 1:50 note, and eYerybod1 thought that HeIT 
Gans, the new Gel'DIEfl muter, had sto l en tt . E'ventuall.1 Trotter, th e page , found a bit 
of the dwTed note In NaulY"• wa.,tepoper ba!icet , and tt turned out that J1.3Ul)' hod used 
the note to Ulht the gaa. 

•Kela UpJ wi,s a n17 exott t ng story 1n which Rarcy Wbarton l!l'ld BOb °'8rry were 
kidnapped and carried orr on a .tlnd or plra t.e s teamer called th e •s emew.• 'The 
Rt&ht SoR,• the tblrd tale, was about a new boy called Archi e Dan'ell. Bunter, who 
haS an uncle who ts a maths muter In a IChool In the north, reoosntsed DarT"ell os a 
boy 1'bo was eJPelled rrom the nort.hem IChool, ao Bll'lter did some blackmatUng. 

nw lut s tory tn th e "8gn et thi s m:inth was •Troubl e wlth HlEhcll r re- In whi ch a 
boy tllrefti a snowball containing a s tone at ttr. Hobbs, the Htgl'lcUtte Cla!ter. 

When !!ff Gran went. hor:re afte r On"l stat.a lbe &&Te me sa:ne money, so I hafe been able 
to buy plenty bodt s. I bought PU£*, whi ch I dM' t often have. 11l1s has a ser i al 
called •J. o. JoneSfll by W8l"Nrl Bell. It ls qulte cood, thouab It t s a blt s t Uy .. I 
suppose, reeding a se ri al like thts, as I llhon' t be abl e to attord to bu1' Puelt every 
wecl<. 

I el.SO had Chips , whi ch has a ne.r serial call ed • Tbe He~ of t.lle Slms ,• abOUt a 
gtrl called Besste Trent , llho, althOU&h she has been brought up tn dirt and tlltll ond 
poverty, attll manages to oo good deeds ••U.ll her golden be~ . I CM't qutte see why 
poverey and ttlt.ll 8flould always aeec to go together In stories. I an Tel1' poor, ucept 
"1en Cr an gtTes me a tJp i:,r Dad c,pens his bean; , but I am on}y f llthY socettcies. 

I have had Coal e Cl.lts erery ...eek. There l s a new Secret Serv't ce se rial called 
•1'1uma Up,• and the Martin Stee l e stories an aotng on as usual. Sebastian Ginger, 
the ofrt ce boY, makes Cle lal..1ah,. One week he tol.Sld a note, attar a football match. 

It woz a noat , atgned b7 11:0fkeT, as rollers : 
•&ar--wtT the 12 stgceret ptdtch.ers 4 tbe 12 golea , u promised.• 
I new tn a z:i.tntt wot It ment. Our gole-keeper ed bean bribed 2 l et th e uther 

std e wtn. 
•u m L• I 1lghed . •rootbarl ain't the kl een gale tt uaed 2 B.• 
I maid the sace l"CCl81"k to m.1 i:uner Mm I arakec:t er 2 'llfnah aum ov the !!IX1 oot or mt 

t ootbatfl lfltrt, l!ll1d sbe woz tnkllnec:t 2 agree wlv me. 
•I ltMl tt a dtrty galm,• she se~: & wen I tbort or pl a)fers ltke FU.pot Bott.el s , 

wot tan B bort, 1 krtde al.owd: 
9 .UaNe , ow tl"fl'll 1 

'nle Gem baa been a top,-nOteher tbta natltl . Cecil caveootsh was a new boy" Rho l eft 
Tm He?TY to drown under the tee, itld ao he was • Hot Wanted.• 

In •o•Arq•1 Delu. lan'I the ci)1.cs found out that Oua;r waa bl.qlng a l ot or c l anra 
sw:i tobacco, end they were han"ttted . I t turned out that oua.sr bad toll en tn lov e wttb 
Hiss Cb.nl , tbe tobaccct,:lA ' s ~ter . 

•Hard Pressed' •u a good ltor7 In which st. JtJ!ls First Elnen wu to pl.q the 
IaUDtan,. But Cl.Itta had • YlllaJnou s couatn called Spencer Dodd, ,t,o bad betted 
against st. Jlmts wtm t ng. By trtckery , cutta got several ot the best men at.randed on 
the joumey- , eo theY coul d not PlaY 1n tbe &ttae. Luck.111, Ki ldare -.sab le to play' 
Tom ?1el"'l'7, r at t y Wynn, and Kangaroo - and St . J to• s won aft er au . 

Tbe last story of tM month, •&&mtng Hta LtTln&- wu a acre-. Gu.sq tock a job. 
In f8Ct, seTeral jobs. He helped Hr. L1wraed&e. tbe butcher; Hr. Pi per , the newa
eaent; and ttr. Nopp1, the barber. In th e end , be 1ll8S at tU out of a Job. 

It bu bem rather a dtsutrous mntb ror me, and I mat~ I t.hlnk'Freda, oaua• a 
... 1- trlald,t a e cat. ,,Sh• ,pJlld .. •.~Jel nett to "L"'""' r to(conttnued an R!!lUJ.l. .. 



~ ---··--------····---·-- ·-"-""" _____ , .... ,._._,, .. 

Conducted by JOSEFIIDIE PAc"'KMAN1 27, Arctidsle Road, 
&\st Dulwich, London, S.E. 22. 

CICELY llhl!ILT011 - Rm RISE TO Ft.ME 
( Concluding "Name '!be Author" ) 

~. :41111.wr~ 
The t urning poi nt in Cicely Hamilton ' ~ caree r came with "Dillllll Of 

Dobson' • , " a pl!ly she was working on whil e still turning out Sexton 
Bl ake sto ri es for Willi e Back' s U;J . Result - an abrupt cessa ti on of 
her well -wri tten Blake .stori es , and the t otal di suppenronce from th e 
poges of the boys ' poriodi""1s of her pen-Mme, "Max Hamil to n. " 

11Di.Wl.!l.11 was :eroduced at tho •Kingsway· Thea.tN, and proved an 
immediate succes s , alt hough, financi al ly; Miss 11:imilton di d not deri vo 
f rom .i t the ful l bcnofi ts her eff orts deserv ed, thi s bei ng due t o a 
natura l UDCertainty :is t o whether the play would click with t he public, 
or not. · · _ 

At that time, Lena Ashwell - la ter to becane Lod,y Lenn Margaret 
Simson - was managing the Kingsw:,.y, and it wss pa.rt of her poli cy to 
open n door t o tho young writ ers of the duy vho, hitherto , had no 
chl"lce of a production , There was of course no certainty thnt the 
pl:,.y would m.'lke money, The gamble as to l oss or gain had to be taken 
by Miss Ashwell, !llld th e risk was greot . Cicely Hamilton , nt t hat 
t ime qui t e unknown, was offered n ' oum down o, a, percentage of t he 
re ceip t s , Not unnaturnlly , she chose the sa fe course, and, although 
th e omount she receiv ed hns not been divulged, it could not have been 
o.nyvhare nenr the sum the ploy ll\llde fo r others and it is no secre t 
thnt Misa Ashwall -csme in for n good deal of criticism on thi s score , 
for there v:is no doobt thn t on oth er t e:m,s Miss Hamilton vou1d have 
benefited to n mucp grenter exte nt. ilell, thn t is a;, 111!\Y be; of 
course; but things have to be looked nt from both points of view, and 
th e critics here -se""od a littl e harsh on Miss Ashwell, particulArly 
as vhen . she left the Xingsvoy af t e r h:iving DUilt up her position in th e 
theatre by many ~ ""i:d".2:!i.. she l oet .in . the ~S,.3"0I'1 .. 
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peDDY that she had S'1ved in her profess i on. 
It is i nteresting to recall thllt Lena Ashwell was the s ist e r of 

Rog~r Pocock, who se rv ed with the Royal West Mounted Police and 
founded the Legion of Fronti ersmen . Pocock was :m i ntimate fri end 
of Levid Goodwin :ind T.C. Bridges , another ea rly Bl oke writ er, and , 
for a time , al l three lived t ogethe r in Grent Ormond St re et . 

Cicely Hrunilton' s remini scences of her pnrti cipotion in the 
suffr oge tte movement deal with th e loss famili ar ac ti vi ti es of i t . 
She walked in th e fi r st 110m!ln' s Suffroge processio n - n mor ch from 
Hyde Parle Com er to Exeter Hall - orgnnised by the lla tioMl Union of 
Woman' s Suffr oge Societi es . Carrying bnnners des i gned by members of 
the Art i sts ' Suffrag e League, they d r ew i nterest ed crowds of sight 
s eers , for , i n those days , women on the Ill!lrch were a nove l ty . 

Women c.rti sts formed their own suffrage so ciety, as did wome n 
writers ~ actresses . Ci cely H:unilton was n member of both . A 
meo.n.s of rais i ng money for the Caus e was ent ertainment of the propc.
go.nda type , 11nd thi s was where act.:-esses , and, parti cul arly, Mis s 
HD.mil ton , cc.UDe i n , and her hnppi~s t memori es of the movement we re i n 
t he arrongeme nt s of and t he tak ir.g part i n those perf onnruices the 
suffro.g ett es J'.lt on for mili t ant s nnd non-militants nlike . They 
even had their own weekly mogo.zine, "Vot es For Womon, 11 pric e one 
penny , copies of which were di s tribute d a ll over London from every 
conceiv abl e point - even from the stairs of the hors e-buse s , thn t 
wheezed nnd groaned t hei r l abori ous way rown Trafalgar Square . 

Some years ngo , Miss Hamilton , a nnturo ll y l aw-abiding ci tizen, 
rec alled :m omusing tug--<>f-war she had with the Inl and Revenue . 
\','hen a Women' s Tax Regis t ers League was formed, she was , s anewhn.t 
re luctant l y , persuaded to j oin, and thus , havi ng commit ted herse lf, 
wrote to the distric t collecto r informing him that she would not pay 
her i ncome t nx. The col l e ctor was somewhat to.ken aback when the 
authoress pointed out to him thllt alt hough she r ent ed the house he r 
position in re gard t o distraint was most favournb l e since a ll the 
furniture, save for some odd bi ts and pieces, wns t he property of her 
siste r - and she wns not a tax re si s t er ! A few weeks I r espi t e , o.nd 
th en the :iutho r ess r ece i ved word t hllt a sale of he r goods bad been 
decided on. After writ i ng back particul a rs of th e furniture avail -
abl e , which cons i sted chiefly of o s trip of ol d st ai r rorpe t and a 
kettl e , the authorit i es were , apparent l y , discouraged, for the sale 
did not take pl ace . The cool re l ations between Miss llamil ton and the 
Inl and Revenue wer e fo rgo tten when r el:l ti ons of a far grea t er impo rt 
- , th ose . betwee n , Engl and end Germany. - .were.,broken , off •.,,and th e , world "" 
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was plunged into war. 
It is a tribute bot h to her couroge and to her patriotism that 

Cice l y llnmil ton, lik e the Anny nursing si s t ers , exposed herse lf to the 
same great d~ers as they did ; for , when entertlli.anen t for the 
troope was ?It on rotioml lines ond "Concerts nt the Front" cmne into 
bei ng, she t eamed up with Lena Ashwell, who had striven fran th e very 
outbrellk of war to provide such concer ts fo r the brave Tommies who 
had come t o Franc e prepare d to sell th e ir li ves for king nod country . 

The first of the se concert s , which of t en took ploco in spite of 
Gennan odvances, was held in the Harfleur Voll ey , and it was here that 
I vor Novello , who had jus t written "Koep the Home Fires Burning " sung 11 
it for th e first t ime, while tho Bose Commandant and al l the military 
digni tan. es helped in the chorus. 

Tho "Concert s at tho Front" h:ld it s severol departments; selec 
ti on of ar tist s, t he organisa tion which rais ed the hundred thous and 
pounds necessary t o meet the expenses ; directi on and t ranspo rt of 
t he part ie s ; th ea tre s a t th e front ; lo ne entertainers for th e f ront 
l ines ; repertory comp'.)ni.cs; 3lld, later , distinguished i ecturcrs. 

Ci cely Boodlt on come into the latte r two categories , and was, in 
fact , i n charge of the Repertory a t Abbevill e when a bomb des tro yed 
the th eatre nnd the host el , so that both th eatre o.nd concert parti es 
hod to s le ep out in the forest . It was fran thi s experi ence that 
Miss liDmilton deriv ed her excell ent book, tl\filliom an Englis hmnn. " 

But the wo.r hnd i ts light er moments . Even th e t error of a ni ght 
spent besides th e searchligh t s o:ni ds t a hurricane of bombs could not 
quell the spirit of one of the act resses - o Scottish girl - who be
wailed the fact that she could not sleep . It was no net of wo.r that 
deterred her fran slumber, only th at sho hod lost her pink fl annel 
nightgown, ,md sleep was just not possi bl e without it. How the lady 
evontunlly overcame her embarrn.ssment h.'.ls never been recorded. 

Her experiences under shell - fire gove added sincerity t o Cic ely 
Hamilton ' s work, ond this was particul ar l y noticeab l e in her Christmas 
Mirncl e ploy "The Child in Flanders , " which was perfonncd by Lena 
Ashwell and her play ers , ( "The Roundabouts" ) , every Chri stmas for some 
years . For th e some reason , tlut sincerity W'1S refle cted in t ho work , I 
of the perf onners. An old tole , often t old , not al ways convi ncingly 
and often superficiDlly; but the acting of Miss Ashwell and her 
players mode it int ense ly real and very moving. Two of t he three I 
Tcmnies who t ook part in th e pl cy, who so"8ht shelter for the night at 
a French fllnll hnving l ost their vcy on Chri s1m:ls Eve - Lesli e Books 
and Ben Fi eld - are perrops rsnsn bered by old the ,itre end film goers . 
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Al though tho play was u great success for several yoors , th e s pirit 
s lowly f aded and tho a tmosphere which l1'ld mnde it so moving dis a ppenrod. 

To wind up th.1.s littl e epi sode of her won: ut t h e Front, i t is 
only f ai r to any t h.:>.t Miss Hamilton's littl e dispute with t he Inland 
Revenu e pri or to her departure for Fronce ,ms se ttl ed amica bly. The 
authoress p.'.lid up her arrears , nn:i so broU8f1t to nn end her a.cti vi ti es 
in the Sufi'roge Campaign . 

Tho twelve pl ays s h e wrot e between hor break from Se xton Blake and 
th e outbreak of wa r hnd Dk'lde th e nnme of Cice ly Hamilt on very well 
known, and her stnr shone e ven more brightl y during the pos t-wnr period . 
Books and plays continu ed to flow from her fertile pen, =cl it goes 
without saying t ha t of t he mnuy thousand s who s a t i n thc !ltres all over 
London and wat ched th o productions of her pl ays, there must have b ee n 
hundreds who, ot some tim e or anothe r ha.d beon read ers of th e Sex ton 
Bloke s tor ies ; yet, it i s safe to so.y, that not one member of those 
=ny audi ences eve r drenmt thst the au thor of tho pl ay th oy wpre 
watching had also a t one tim o in her care er writt en stories '1bout t he 
f amous chnrnct or . . T.ruly, one of th e bes t kept s ecrets in publishing . 

Tho WOlll!ln thriller write r has long l nid c l a im to be giv en a 
foo ti ng on t ho same li t ernry pede stal as hor mal e pnrtner in crime. 
Today , l ooking ut such mi3tresses of th eir a rt as ,\gothn. Christio , 
Dorothy L. Sayers , M=gory Allinghom, and a fe w others , th o me re =l e 
who would seek t o di s pute the justific a tio n of such claims would be 
fool- rerdy, ind eed . 

Ye t, how atrongo that , in so fo.r as Sex t on Bl.nko is conce rn ed, 
thi s claim was proved in th o enr li es t dnys of th o ce ntury, when a l :ldy 
in her ear l y thirti es , having tho tome ri ty to fil t or into an arena 
essentiully mal e , not onl y prov ed that she possessed th o required 
ab ili ty to writ e a good yarn, but thu t in her pr ese nt a tion of th e fil o.ke 
chtl.rocte r, could ri se superi or to all her mo.lo coll ongucs . Grayd on, 
Goddnrd, Lomnx, Hnyter , Alois •••• nll were her inferiors , in this 
resp ect . 

Tho Blo.ke st a tis ti c i llil has much on whi ch t o l ook bock in prid e , 
for hi s r ecord book i s =umned wit h namos - some quit e famous - who , 
over a period of 70 yc:irs , hav e brought enjoym ent to millions o f 
renders . The rllllllc of n woman writ er therein is a piqUlll'lt anecdo t e -
one of those pl en.surab l e di sc ov eri es that makes tho task of a :research
er eo well worth while . 

Lik e Charl es of that ilk , Cicely Hamilton diod in her oo •s . Sh.:, 
was, in f uct , just 00 when she po.ssod oway, WJDD.rried , on th o 5th 
DecEmber, 1952, at Gl':~:l-°c e, Chel sen! her home for IDDllY ye~- ·- --
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Sexton Blake - "UNION JACK'' - Officia l Infomation 
.!l2..J.• By ii. O. G. Loft s 

Reader s l<ho have the Vol. of CllUM.S for 1909, ri ll no doubt be 
avaro of a page of Jiiotogro~ of pol'llar contri butors . captain 
Frank H. Sha" , Mr. Arthur Mnyne, Mr. s . Walkey, Mr. Julian Linl ey . 
Our old friend Mr. 11, B, Home-Gall who was a proved Sexton Blake U.J , 
wr,ltor - writing at least Nos. 68 (28. 1,1905) , 98 (26,8. 1905) , 107 
(28,10.1905) , 121 (3 . 2.1906) , 139 ( 9.6 . 1906) and possibly others . 
Th~ l ast Jiioto on the p(lgO shows Mr. L. J , Beeston , an elderly gentle
maJ'\ with high win.god collar and Kitchener moustAche; pince-nez , and 
loQd ng r ather lik e a severe school.rester , 
j Mr. L. J , Bees ton was indeed , like Mr. II. B, Home-Gall, a Sexton 

Bf>ke author in the UNION JACK, and posit iv ely l<I'Ote th e fo ll owing 
~tori es . 
/ No. 221. 4 .1. 1900, 'nlE HOWE OF FEAR, 

No. 239, 9,5, 1900, SEX'ION BLAKE PAV»IENT ARTIST. 
Ho. 263, 24,10 . 19()8. THE WILI.01'/ OJURT MYSTERY, 
No. 274. 9. 1. 1909, THE ADVm'l'URElS. 
No. 318. 13.11. 1909. BRIJ:GE. 
Others not yet iden t ifi ed, may have come from his pon. 
I must confess th:lt I h:lve r ead very littl e of L. J . Beeston ' s 

work in othe r fi el ds - contributor to BOYS FRIEND LIBRARY 1st series , 
BOYS REAIM, a s erial in th e NELSON LEE LIBRARY (Ol d Series). Be 
prcbllbly cont ribut ed to many othe r papers. The l ate Herbert Leckcnby 
once st at ed thnt L, J , Beeston who l<I'Ot e in th e vory first Vol. of 
CHUMS also used tho pen-n.:une of 'Ri cha rd Camden' , (This needs 
confirmation) . He i s re puted to have had a vigorous , ritty style, 
but also on audacious hnbi t of serving th e s:ime plot up time and time 
again , with hardly th e slightest a tt..,,pt to give it a new twist. For 
example. Boy possess es mo.rvoll ous ca.mero or bicycle , another boy 
declares ha will perform throe difficult (and ridiculous) foot s , 
Owner of camera offers it if feats ore successfully perfomed , They 
arc! Of course! 

But readers hnd bet ter judge whether L, J . Beoston was a 
successful Sexton Blake writer or not. 
SEXTON BLAKE YAC!rl'SMAN: No. 408 (5 .8.1 911) Written by COLIN T, BAINE! 

And to closo thi s instalment , yet anothe r new n.:unc is revealed as 
havi ng penned a lllilke story , BOYS REAU!, BOYS J OURNAL, and the 
MARVEL are other .papers . he contributed t o . ... Nothing els e ... is ~ -·-· 

l 
I 
I 
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about th o writ er, except that he " "" rop.1tod to bnvo beon some thing 

of an nuthority on yachts - which oxpla ins th o theme for bis story . 

Aey othe r dntn about this nell :ruthor will be given in a lnte r 

ins talment . 

DAffl:!!'B OURY {oontlnued trom S)ale 5) ... 

, eu her u.at she Md ,een me ttek a lallppo1t. It waa true . ot ccurN , bUt what a 

meet she tst A boy told m that It you ttc:t d>e 1aq>po1t bard enou&b, the , ~ll&ht. 

will coa on. And ao Jt will. 
F'Nd3 told 'r:fl l1llD W Ult ft ought t.o te ll her, u I clght d~ e t.be ~st . 

tun aald t o!gh t damge rrr, sboea , llbl ch wu CLJch more JCl)On.&nt. 

Then, U> :'llP Jt all , a:, Neadmuter called to see Dad. Re aald I "aa r.aklng no 

progress at sctoo l , ona he tb.Otli,ht I had too cm,- other tntere1t.s. Ht aaid h'l hoped 

I dtdn' t go i.o QOTl rc pt cc.urea. I thlnk Dea ,ras neorlJ' u IC8l'ed or u.e Head u I a:. 
J.tter all , tbe.7 dec ided Wt I co '° the pictures too mc:h, t.hat I rtad too DtflY 

dreadt'\.11 wecilJ' pe>ers, dKf ihnt I apend c.oo J:UCb ttm wrlttn, CfT Dl&r,'. 1'M Reao 

sa i d •Diary , Jl'ldeed\ What non.sense, 1be boy l:IIJlt think he' s enother Peepsl• 

Now tt:o the dick.ens wu Peept? . 

Dad aon: i:ie a dNadtu l warnln,.. £11:t'ler I 1q,ron at acbool .. or - onl,y one 

Tl sJ t a :iontb t.o the pictures , onl7 one paper a ..eek from Ult booksl'lop, Md a:, Diary 

wtll be blf'lned entirely . 
What an i.fUl to-'dol .&n.1bOdY would tihlnlt I was keepi ng a seoand l'lcme. At 

lea.st, tho.i;•s llhat Doug says . Ht takes• 1Jde-. He•• a good aort tn hts wtJY • 

.!!!l!."1!2: Good loose copies or bound volumes containing lll'lf of the 

foll ovi~: ~ - 52, 131 to 149 inclusiv e , 195, 205, 237, 238, 
239, m , 31s , 319, 353, 400, 411, 422, 435, 469, 706, 119, 751, 752, 
753, 762, 763, 009. Most issues bot..een 821 am 890, 900, 921, 924, 
925, 936, 938, 940, 942, 943, 946, 951, 965, 967, 988, 996. 

GEMS - llaey i ssues bot.. oon 400 .'.lJld 500. l!aey issues bet..oen 000 :ire 

f!'l9. Also Nos. 925, 935, 953, 954, 956, <rl5, 900, 984, 985, 999, 
990, 992, 993, 998, 1129, 1150. POPULARS: 183, 190, 370, 385, 396, 
452, 455, 466, 474. EARLY PmNY POPULARS: Nos. 12, 13, 45, 47 , 48. 

ERIC FAJNE, "EXCELSI OR HOOSE, " GROVE ROAD, SURBITON, .l!!!!!!!n• 

'------ .. -·--···------·--·--··-.. ·-·-.. ----.. ·---- · .. ·-· 
BOOKBINDING 

ALL TYPES OF BINDINGS UIIIml'AKffl: OOOKS REBOUND OR REPAIRED: 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

L. WARD, 3 HEAT!!ERDmE CLOSE, MITCHAM, ~ · TEL: MIT. 3837 
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wr•s BE COh"TROVERSIAl 

No. 72: NCYI' FLA'iLESS, BUT -1 

Rogw-Jenkins I s orticle i n the AnnuD.l. was thought -pro voking . 
ThQU811 entit led "Flows in t he Diamond" it devotes only its first half 
to the fl nws. The second half concerns t he substitute writ ers. 

As to the fl nws - well , I Oil not certai n thnt they were really 
flaws at al l. If th ey were, then one gets tho impression th.'.lt Roger 
hod to scropc the bottom to find th<m1 - nnd thnt is something of n 
c,;mplimont to Chnrl es Hamil ton . 
· I think thnt t opogrophic.'.ll details were important in maintninir .g 

illusion. When sli p9 occurred, as they did occasionally t they were 
due to a faul ty momory. The as tonishi ng thing is not thnt there were 
topcgrophic.'.ll s lips , but tmt there .were so few of thE!ll, considering 
the author ' s enonnous out l"t nod the ronge of his work. Such slips 
wore only obvious at al l to someone who read t he stories cl osel y over 
a l'llllD.ber of years . 

The nbnndoll!lent of the Black Rock was surprising, fo r it featured 
n good deal in th e enrly Hagnet, 1'lt nbruidonment s , both in topo
lP""phy :md ch.'.lrocter~sntion , were by no menns Wlknown in the Hamilton 
story down the years . 

When I vo.s n lad , the n.'.lmes of tho stnrring choroct ors never 
struck me as aeything but perfect, Whether th ey origi nnted in 
rurke • s peoroge nnd Dobret t I could not scy oven now - I nccopt ney
boey Is word thn t they did - but I don' t see thot it mntters. Chnrles 
Hnmil ton was , to some extent , the victim of his Ol()l po!'llnri ty . His 
s tories r:m for such n very l ong tim e, Tom Merry was crea t ed enr ly 
in 19071 nnd it may have been foshionnblo at tha t time for authors t o 
give their heroes symbolic names. As I wrote a month or two ago , 
Arthur A,,gustus was .n typi c.'.ll dudo of 1"!wardian fiction, but a few 
yonrs l at er he vns dnted . Readers did not notice it . It wns not 
th e author's fault his wo:rk. was sOJ X>ptlar tllll!, .,bY demand, St •• Jim ' s 



o.nd Greyfritll'S vent on am on am on. 
Rogor comments that by 1915 vhen Rookwood vns crootcd Charlos 

Hnmilton had ho.d time to l oam by his mistakos. Porhnpe t hnt is tru o . 

Yet , thOIJ6h Rookwood my h:lve been more flawl ess than St . Jim ' s nnd 
Greyf ri:lrs , it h:ld DOthing lik e the sme success . Nor do I believo 

that Jl..lmzy Silve r over CQU&ht tho 1.magiMtion of readers ns Tan Marry 

did . 
Astoni shing , I think , w:is. th o re petition of n,:mes. Most inex 

plic able of nll wns the uso of Mr. Quelch am George Wingate a t 
Clovcring in the spring of 1907, ond then to find tho sme llll!les and 

identic:il chnrncters at Greyfritll'S in early 1900 . Not flaws , perhnpe , 

but cert<linly oddi tics . And long , l ong aftcrwClt'ds we f ound OOl!les 

lik e Pllntor and PoYl'in8s contilllllllly cropping up . 
I ogroo with Roger about unpl easan t names for unpleasant people . 

For th o record I would mention t ha t Snipe vos not a llnmilton creation . 

I t was an edito ri al Dll!le given to Levison for a t1mo in the r eprint 

period when sto ri es were printed out of original sequence . 
I don ' t t hink the Happy Fnmily nmes over bothered mo much, but I 

was unhnppy over namos like Profe sso r BalJJ\ycl'llllpet. That sort of 

thing l owered the st.ondord of th e papers with n bump to cocic paper 
l evel . 

I do not re.:ill.y agree vi th Roger . that the vcy in which Greyfri:ll'S 

boys r oad the Gem, or tho way in which Gussy once met llortin Clifford , 
sha ttered illusion . At ony rote , it a l ways hnd the rev erse eff ect 
upon co . More sb11ttoring to my illusions were the Groyfrinrs Herru.d 

am Billy Bunter ' s Wookl,y supplocents. a.t we oil knew thnt the 
ou thor had nothing to do vi th tho se . 

As an odul. t I find very few rool. flaws in th e di<11110nd. I think 

tha t th e adverb "quietly" was usod too f requ ently . I think that "Hal 

Hal Ha' s " and "Yoroobs l " were quite superfluous . I am surprised that , 

nt any rot e in l a t e r years, they were not blu o-pe ncill od. I agroo 
vi th Roger that there wns an air of gentl e potronage in the presenta

tion of th e so-called vorlcing clnsses , but I am sure it oover gave 
offence . I be liev e thnt ninety per cent of Clurles Hamilton ' s r oodors 

were of those working classes and of the middle class which , as Roger 
no truly so.ye, never rool.l y exi s t ed in the . s tori es . 

I bod ey own pet aversions among tban os , as who of us hns not? 
Long series , in my view, were a mistllko . I beli eve, as I hove said 

before, thnt the very long series come about on account of the nood of 
th o autho r, in l.!lter yotll'S, to lllllke one pl ot l nst as long as possibl e . 

I t irrita t ed me when, almost invari.nblY,,.~les Hamilton 
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transl nted ""II pieco of foreign l:u,gusge used. Monsieur Charpentier 
tilwnys trans l.nted his Franch expressions into English. It is th e 
only instanc e tha t I c:m· ctill to mind of Charles Hamilton over writing 
down to his rooders . 

But these criti ci sms are really =ping . Ch!lrles Hamil ton I s 
achie vancnts vero s o immense in turning out wholesooe 3Jld re.:idable 
stories in hu8') qu:mtiti es for boys, '1S both Roger and I fully "8?'00 , 
t hat ono hn.s to be carping to find foul t. 

In all but one point, I full y agree with Roger ' s mnsterful 
SUl!lldng--up of t he subs titu t ion ques ti on. Roger tell s us that the .A 
de!lrth of gonuine stories in the Gt<l in the l a t e twenties WB due to ,,.,-
a bitt er argument which the outhor hlld with the cdi tor of tm Gem. I 
fi nd it rothe r h!lrd to · acc ept thi s , though I pre sume that Roger 
obtained his inf onoatio n f rom Chorles llllmil ton himself . 

I di scussed the Gem more than any other paper wit h Ch:>.rles 
J!acilton , and he never to l d mo anything of the sort. The edito r of 
the Gem was "1so the editor of t he Mognot, and surely a di s,u t e with 
one would have been n dis,ute with tho other . I believe that l!r . 
Down""" th e edit or nt this tiao , and th e nuthc r nlwnys spoke of him 
n.s the c.:isiest of mon with wha:::i to co-opera to. 

Furthcm.ore, the t rend of evcx-incrooaing substit ute work wns 
elem- during most of th o twenti es . Evon in the e!lrli er t went i es th e 
genuine stories , though consiste ntly excel l ent, were regrettab l y short . 
In 1924 there""" n l!lri!" number of substitute s tori es. In 1925 core 
than half t he st ories were by substitut e writ ers . In 1926 the re WB 

n more hllndful of genuine sto ri es. 1927 showed an improvement, when 
Ch!lrles llllmil ton cont ribu ted the sUl!lll<lr se ri es of Tom Merry & Co in 
Clllllldn. 1928 hlld only t he Victor Clecve seri es of four tnl es . In 
1929 there were no genuine st ori es at nll. 

In 1930 and i n the first s ix months of 1931 .. thoro were about 
ei8ht genuine stories. Aft er the reprints started , new st ori es were r 
no longor required f'ra:I anyone for the Gem. 

In my opinion , had there been n bitter di s,u te over the Gem, 
Ch!lrles llllm.ilt on would have writt en no new stories at nll for it in 
those years , My vi ew i s that he had othe r fish to fry, and jus t had 
no t ime for m.'.ll\V Gm stories . 

Finolly, I do not agree with Roger that in the Gem of the middle 
twenti es onwards, the imitnti on.e vere "very clev erly dono indeed." 
He is, of course, speaking of his personal reacti ons to these stories , 
but I find it surprising that he should have -found it necessary to 
road several chapters in some canes before beca:dng ccrtsin that th e 
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story in question w 3.B an im1 totion. Such , wns ne ver IilY expcrionco . 
I =ll tho bi tt or dis:ippoin1mo nt I usod t o suffo r vhen, week after 
woek, I us ed to lo ok in vnin for a genuine s t ory. 

I do not kno w whi ch partiatlar substitute storios Roge r lia s in 
mind, but I can think of nono in thnt poriod which I would rcg<ll.'d in = wo;:, os appronching th e r oal thing. 

* * * * * 
CONTROVERSIAL F.X:HOES 

!2&..Z!.: 1. Rlf CR A NISS 
W,Q1G3 LQf!'S: One ooulCI nner 1peak or a atbac.JWU Se.no n Blake writer. 'though one 
could re t fir to albs tttut e •chora cter rtters.• No other wrlt.c:r could wer _.tt.e a 
Granite Grant a t.or)' like w. w. Saar, t.he creator . Wlttl regard to the reprlnttna ot 
th e old Gem stories, th e t oUowln& t s an extract tl'ocl a lett er received trm Hr. R. c . 
HewJt t, 1lllx> was a sub-ttdltor on tb8 Magnet and C• tn tb8 301 a . 

•na e Cea reprtnta were Nlect.ed b7 ttr. AN:hJr Aldcr'On., -a wu tn ctuirae or the 
Com a t that tlme (wxl e r Hr. c. t1. Do.in). He tYped them dir ect trail the Yolu:,es, Md 
he had lnstructlon a to uae aenutn e Charles HacJ.lton ator-t ea onl.Y. t t l a quite possible 
tlu:!.t a f fllf subatltut e n orlea crept ln, but Ulla •oa unlnunttonal. A few gen.line 
stor i es had to be oattted aa they were dated tree acme reason or other.• 

:}Wen7tii.1/ ~'::s:~~\~~on,,! !:-er7 ~=t~~ "'.rua!': ~ :~ =:~te 
tll o Yarlous wthors of Se.non Bl ake, ao woUld we ha'f8 toler aud t.he sub1t ttut e wrtt era, 
ba::S their namea been dlsclONd., Scaa of tbt aab nrna were putrid IW.tf, but they ha.Te 
aatrerecs more atnc e the di.closure tbat tbe.y MN noc. genuine. To.r1 la a good pol.nt, 
and I think lnl uattce to the well-weening bUt Inferior au b-wr ltGMI W"OUld baY& been avoided. 

~~ to1 
.. C: ==: oo~ :-ieo:•=~.":.~:en~,de:r! :n:t~=t 

811 to .tl etber «>IDll stor tu are alba or not. Lik e ell autbora t11t.h a 11.lge outpUt and 
cktatlltne1 to JDNt, c . R. t\rfted out 1m1t polrboUera. 

J.s regarda ddlct.lona u to w~ tp troa lntamal evidence so ebl.7 put ti,' L3Urle 
But.ion and Walter Webt>, tb He <IG(U:)ttona hare '° ott«i: been proved tff'OllC t.bat I f eel 
tbe7 tak e up 1poee tbQt could be put to better uae. But Lturte Button Is quite correct 
In retualng to accept euthora' at.atement1 ea to at.cri es th&Y ,rote nen 20 :rears .oco. 
But 'flllat about the dosen.s ot Slb- 1torlea lfllhloh he lllfll are atl ll credited to C.H. ? 
f't"CD JQU" o,m 1tatemenu you mwld be able to se ttl e this. Can ,a.n t 111.ould YeIY 
meta dMt that fem rre r gboat.ed tor c.s. I regard bla u one or the poorest or the 
A.P. outbclra. 

~::'!cw/ a:re: ~hai:._ ~t~Ub~ ~~8:~o::e:-1:U:-;!!':!: :or~: 
cat.al.QCU41 In Coll ectors• Dlg en tor October 1962, "' Mde t.be Coll owln& obael"Yatloru 
'The onl.7 crlttels one c.an Dake la that IUbltlt.ute atartes migh t han been Indi cated 
a1 au:t1, nen llhtn the na111 or the actual ..St.er was not 11::ncMwl. A• lt ta• one geta the 
o"Arall t~uton tbat Charle.s Hamilton wrot.e O'fil\ DON: •t.or"le 1 tor me Gem than be 
aetual.l.y did.• 

HOWffer. the fault lq W"lth the cCDpll en or the catalogue. lt did not mean that, 
ln the Dlndl ot t117 e 2P9rt. 8 , IUbltltute •tortH "8N endl ted to Cbar l• • H•llton. 
P~ I do not belteflt tbat -, IUb ltor'7 tn the G• or napet would d .. el-r e an 
~. but I thtt*. crie might bffe doUbta an ce~atn st.or-lea 1tb1ob were 1en.aln e but not 

up t.o thl Uaual 1'8Xlart1 ot 8.-S.ltcn. 'IAl11L"l'ON1AM.A• (ocnt~ on , p -.e22) •• 
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By 

W, O. G. Lofts WEARY .. WILUE -- .. - ~ I 
The a rtist who lived in South London, was grea tly p,zzlod when 

th e elderly gentleman , who l<llocked a t tho door of his ol d Vict orian 
house, asked if he c ould ~v c 3 ·look i nside nnd !Joe where the grcot 
Tom Browne worked. 

Travelling righ t fro"' the Midlands for this speci al purpose , this 
elde rl y person when being shown the i nt erior - spoke enthusiastically 
cl>out Tom Browne ond his wor k, and eventually left perfectly satisfied ,, 
that hi s long journey had been 
worth whilo . Tho artist 
sensi ng o nows story nbout this 
contac t ed th o l ocal odi tor of a 
Blackhcath newspaper , and in 
turn I vns cvontunlly appro~ch
ed tc give what details I could 
about T001 Browne for an 
i nteresting local news it em; 
but for th e start of our story 
on Tom Browne's greatest crea
tions wo C1US t go back tc one 
day e~ly in 1896 .. .. ... 

.. - - ---- - - --- - - \I 

I 
ON S A T UP.~ A Y NEXTm!. ~ ~ ~ .-- ,- 

j ul,y? nd 1-1 - · ~~•~ ·-·~ r--

11Tom, " said the editor 
kindly, "l om vary plo n.sed with 
your type of wortc. I 'r, l ook
ing for n new idea to fi ll th o 
front pogo of CHIPS and I think 
you = just the man who can 
help oo." 

When lir, G. H, Cantle 
utt ered those words, one do.y 

".\c ,. ,, ., ,I , ,I T.1. 9 I . ' 
;•rtr ~tu f' t "' •• 1 

LITTL E WI LLY 1 1 
J I . 'I 

, . .... : .~~~' .71M, I :·~..i? ,~ 
WONDE R. ,:d. I ' "'> 

Doo1f , .: t.oh't-t• 1.X1;,r cf th~ ~ ~ 1 
• _ _ 

Speolal Summer No, (J W( . /-

WONDER , ~d. ~~ 
LITTLEWILLY&ll<IT!MTTUI Q .-

..-,U a.1)1*1' • Ter)' wee1c In tM = 
l\'ONDEr~ 0 0(1 Jt.u.wn,, . ·· w~.1. 1'un ." "" '.\'~ ll~ 

t f,,r,';"11 -,t,w,e t l!lf' r,~ 

early in 1896, t o the s t ruggli ng young artist who stood before his 
desli:, he could not possibly have dreomed that the artis t i n ques tio n 
vould not only create a pai r of brill iant coClic characters, but that 
they would run for no less than 'JI yearsl 

111 wont something nm.using, of course, 11 went on the edito r. 
"Sanething which will catch on wi th the piblic.• So Tom Browne, t he 
artist , se t out fia:> t he Ho.rmsworth Brothers of f ices at 24 Tudor 
Stre et, E, C, t o seek inspir:t ti on from somewhere, I nspirntio n whi ch 
would not J mly~nsb l e him tc . ;el~his editor. but ,m11!ht . .J!:OSSi bl-.r ... -. 
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B y 

11, o; G, Lotts 

gl onn h1ci further cOlll!:lissions in the future. 
Yow,g Too Browne was n very ord1 Mry f ell ow and had experienced 

poverty an:! hardship fran o very Ollrly age , Born at NottinghDm in 

1872 he hrui to leavo school ot the teme r age of 11 simply becauso he 

had beccce o wl11'1ble asset t o the fomily 113 :, broodwinner, Jlis first 

jobs wore as errond-boy , firs t to n milliner' s nnd then in tho lnce 

market . A li ttl o later he became apprenticed t o n finn of li thogroplic 
prin ters o t th e lllllgllifice nt sum 
of n shilling n week ! Because 
of this he turned hi s hruld to 
any odd jo bs ho could pick up , 
including designing l nbels for 
cignr boxes , 

At the ago of 17 Tom di s
covered his own possibilities as 
o huooroua dro ughtsmwi - to 
amuse his fri ema he would fre
quently Cl.'.lke canic drowings 
depicting incidents o.n:I peo ple 
thst hnd cnught his fancy ; but 
this wns really l1 ttl e co r e than 
nn idl e occupotion. 

Ono day , however , a friend 
-,..,__ persundod him to aem a(l:lo of 

.1 , his drawings to n ccmic editor 

OHI.1 " 1h-,y""" ""rt.1Joi1 · , ·;,.,... • .. u I we bopo in London - n.nd Tan was ost onish-

, · Ti,,, Wn,,.!:,-::a:·------------- od when ho rec ei ved , :iloos t by 
return of post, ,:J/ - fro ci the 
Jomes Henderson pape r, SCRAPS, 

This sum representing nt least thre o months ' wages f'ran his pr ese nt 

f'i m, o dazzling prospect of we:ilth seec>ed to open be fore him ; but it 

vru, not until :, f ew yeors ln ter, when Toc, had finishe d hie npprentico

ship , that he wa nble t o make his wny to London :ind t o find hiosolf in 

the posi tion re l:ited enrlier , 
\lnlldng down the ne:irby &!bnnlc:len t and studying tho v:irious types 

of dovn and out lu:inni ty which alveys eoa:is to gather by London I a 

famous riv e r Thllmos, his at t en tion wa caught by the nppo=ice of tvo 
trnral"' • ,,_,One~ """ ,ahort .. nnd..fn t , tho .o_!hcr tall .. ond,,th11,; .... and ,m~ntal),,Y 
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notiDg tho possibiliti os of portroying thoc in ooclc humour , Ta:, Browne 
l ate r skotchod out n shor t otrip in six cartoons. The very ' next dny, 
ho pre sen ted them to tbs editor of <E:PS for his opprovnl . 

Mr. c. H, C:mtlo , needless t o sey, v:,s dolisl>toc!" and suggested 
thllt tho short, dorlt , unshnven t rocp vith spi.kod hni r , t nttorod Eton 
j ocket and ecinll stro w hnt (and usunlly smoki ng a cln y pipe) should bo 
cnlled Vanry Voddlos; whilst tho other , who wos tnll and thin , vi th 
whi tc go<1teo boord , white frockod C03t and hillbilly hnt , should be 
known "" Tired Ti.cl:,y. They first nppoored on tho tront covor of 
ILIJ.JSTRATBD <E:PS No. 296 (Now Series) 16th Mey 1696, in ,m ndventuro 
ontitlod. 'Innocents of tho Rivor. 1 1'hero, vns ot course , no account 
ss t o bow the pair hlld becoco tmopo in tho first place - excopt a 
brief mention by ono of tha:I of tho other • s dcys nt Oxford! 

A fow weeks lntor , however, in I ssue No. 3 10 the nomos wre chnngod 
to llcnry Willie ond Tirod Ti.o, 08 it woo considorod those woro botter 
nnd slippod coro easily off th o tonguo , 'lbo success of Toa Browno' s 
croot ions ,ms instant and cnomous , SUch ,ms tho popllnri ty of this 
pctlr of q=t r:iacnls that froa their first :ippoomnco in ovory third 
issue they quickly bocace n rcgulnr front pogo t oaturo . It hns boon 
roport od tha t in th ose dcyn of th e h:ilfponey popor ond cccic "booa" 
they hlld a ci rcul ation of ovor 600,000 weekly - and o.bove al l a net 
profit of ovor £25, 000 :, yenr , (Approx, .£100,000 t oday) , This CID.do 
it urgently rcquirod to r other cane odi tore :ilso to hnvo cocic tmopo 
fonturod on their fron t pogos, but al tho\l6h thoro wore CllU'\Y 1ci tu t ors 
of Toa Brovno ' s style nooo of t hoo could whol.ly ovor capturo it , conso
qucntly ho hlld tho mrkot ot his ocrcy , At ono period ho wos turning 
out no loss than seven eeta of six dr:lvings cpi oco tor the wookl.y C-Oelic 
p<1pors, Strongoly enough , bovovor, :ilthoue:h Ta:, Brovno croo t od other 
tl'Ol!lpe such 08 Slim Jim and F:it Freddy - also cnllod Freddy Pio-Foc o -
none of t b<Xl over caught on vi th the jllblic as did the fa,ous pair in 
CHIPS. 

In 1696, the caapanion ca:dc popor THE WONDFll thoue:ht up the novel 
way of prosentiDg Wonry lfil lie and Tirod Ti.Cl - oot os a rival to CHIPS 
- but by having their sons ins too.dl Aft or el l , who wos not to know 
thl t they ci&bt beC<IIIO jus t os fncous os their tc.thors? And so they 
duly "P~ in coaic strip fom . Li ttl o Villi o nnd 'l'1ey Tin were 
oxt ensi voly odvortisod <1S C<lCl:MmC1ng in ffl1l wtti!EI issue dnt od No, 264, 
9th July , 1896, "Willie , • tlU11llUred Tired TiI> with o smirk , in thi s 
issue of M VO!ilml, • our sons are OOPS of the old block . Veil, boys , 
are you going to join your honournblo p<1rents, or would you rn ther 
s trik e out tor yourselvos?" "Ple:ise Pc.," crooned Li.ttl o Willi e, "we'd 

•> 

r 
I 
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rothcr strike - 'WhnthoJ" "Yes •m, " lisped fl.Dy Tim, "but we'll be on 
our own - we've Md saoo of your advice rurl it hurts." And so the 
sons of two f:mous f at hers had their own adveoturcs each weak. But 
after n run of a year the l as t strip portro~ them, shoved n policew 
mnn l eading t hem of f to "chok ey" - from which l unliko the ir fomous 
parents) th ey were never presum.o.bl y r el eas ed to a ppear in furth er 
adventures! 

Meanwhile th e adventures of We.:iry Willi e llirl Tirod Tim continued 
to appear weekly in CHIPS. Apart from Tom Browne mnny 'ghost' nrtists 
had portreyo d th e famous plir from time to time - in slightly different 
fom and vari ations of dress , <md introducing minor chnrocters such as 
Gussy tho flo n ( ns l arge as n dog - and how the l ovab le llnmil ton 1 s 
Gussy would have been horrified to hsvo a fl ea named after hillll), a baby 
ol ejilllnt, and a talking p:,rrot. But about 19(X) Tom Br01mc, 1'ho had 
steadily made quite a nme for himself in other fi olds :md was now a 
recognised blackand -whi t e art ist and po.int er with some reJ'lto (with 
pictures !rung a t the Roysl Academy) decided to texminate his work in 
the comic paper field and concentrate on bett er things . It was also 
generally known that th o continual "grind" of supplying s ix or seven 
sets weekly of comic adventures caused him oven to dream about thoml 
In sho rt Weary Willie and Tired Tim with other canic chnroet ers had 
s:iJ:ipl y got on his norvesl 

It has been extranely difficult to name the immediat e successo r to 
Tom Browne . As already mentioned, lll.'.U\Y 1 ghcst ' artists had drawn the 
stripe a t odd time s when he wss ill or ot herwis e unable to do so, and 
th ese illustrators had included Val Rea ding, Arthur Clark e and c. H. 
Chapnnn (who both, of course , illustrated Billy Bunter), Phil Swinner
ton ·and Artlrur White . Up to th e first llorld War all thes e arti s ts, 
plus A. B. Payne (of Pip, Squeak and llilfred fome), Fred Bennott , had 
"1so drown Wear., Willie and Tired Tim a t various periods. 

The end of the 1914-18 war saw a big ch3nge in tho fonn nt of lllllllY 
of t ho early comics . Up to that time they had been int ended for the 
adult mllrket and had indeed contained mo.ny fine se rials - l!!Uch re-read 
today by collectors ; but na,, the contents were aimed nt the juvenile 
reader . About this time another a rti st , H. P. J enner (called Arthur) 
took over completely the WOfil'y Willie and Tired Tim comic sets and he 
continued them right up till 1926. Richard (Dick) llewton Chance, son 
of a f amous thsntre critic, and father of John Newton Chance (John 
D:nmmond ·too Sexton Blake author) was editor of th e mnin Penny Comics 
then, ond he styled himself ' Cornelius Chip, ' in his edito rial s , ns 
well as ,,relnU11g .nt times tho lllDUSU>jl adventures ,,of the famous ,trom.,J!: 



P,ige 20 --···-· .. ·-·- ·--··-·----··--··-··----·-·--··---·-
Percy Cocking, a well knovn art i st , t ook ove r from ' Arthur ' 

Jnnnor , aDi was obviously the most successful artist since Tom Browne 
hlmself ; for he portrayed t he two tromps continuous l y without a break 
on th e front P"8C fo r over ?:I yoo:rs - in f act , right up till the very 
cm , 

Whnt wonderful adventures Weary Willi e· and Tired Tim had in this 
period! This wcs of course my ovn boyhood , and I can st ill r anCJllber 
going down our loco.l carlcot place t o buy ond exchange caries to read 
of th ei r adventures , More oft en than not th~y ended up in prison, 
always bei ng released in time for the next week's adventure, They 
receiwd largo bags of money as rewards , spending th e l ot on mammoth 
feeds in luxury hotels with beaut i ful girls , Being ch3sed by out
rogod cooks , who found their pios missing from the window l edges , 
M:>yors present i ng Weary Willie and Tired Tim with silv er cups for races 
won vi th trickery most of the tioo, Getting th e bes t of bruisers, 
an! dudes , and dandies , Those were tho good old days , an! probobly 
today cost of th e th ooes would be considered conzy , but wo simply 
l oved them. M:ley of tho plots wore editorially suggested , and it ' s 
cstonishing how ii short jok e could be spr O.'.ld into twelve picture strips 
to fom o. most ~ing story t.liooie. e. g. 
F.di tori nl t hCEo: The Tramps are selling newspapers in tho stree t 
and shout i ng out ' Groat psper swinlle ,' Mnn buys p,per , and exclaims 
- "Bahl'' o.ftcr reading the p;iper quickly - 11thi s is yesterday 's paper. '' 
Say Woory Willi e and Tired Tim running awey quickly , "Yes, tha t is the 
great Swindle, • 

The coming of tho second World War saw the c l osing down of lllWl¥ 
of ih e 'weekly comics, but Cl!IPS, probably becnuse of its high circula
tion, vcs abl e to contim1e , t hough it only appeared every two wocks , 
st ill drswn of cours e by Percy Cocking , It ww, not until this dat e 
t hat th e firs t CHIPS A!INUAL appeared which had as its main charac t ers 
Weary Wi lli e and Ti red Tio, But this only ron for three issues until 
1941, For some unknown rocson it did not catch on, 

Tho grsdusl decline of t he two traops started a fter the ond of th o 
l cst war , when the old s ty l e presen t atio n of ca:dc humour wcs consi der
ed outdated for tho new gooorotion of readers , by th e powers concerned , 
Tan Browne , tho crcntor of Wooiy Willi e and Tired TiJ:> hsd died wey back 
in 1910 aged only 38, and hod never liv ed to se e his characters becooe 
almost a rational inst i tution , Strange l y enough !ll.l tho othe r a rti st s 
have olso p.:issed. on wit h tho oxception, of course, of Mr. C. H. Chapnon, 
and th e reade r = gathe r the fantcs tic amount of rosearch i t luls tokon 
to canpile thi s article in th e circwst:m cos , , ,. __ ., ___ ""'""'"/N"-'""''l''"'- """'_" _ _ ,_,,, __ ,,N 
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- -- The fi;;-;;r-i;,;;;-;-;;f CHIPS wos datod 12th Soptmbor , 1953, 6Ild it 

had n grand tot"l of 3 ,003 issues , including six of tho first sories 

in 1890. Thot grand old osn of the stnge , the lnto Bronsby Willinms , 

onco snid in nn article in tho l!EIIS OF THE l«>RLD •••• 

"Death from tuturol causes , " s t :,tos the for<JCSn of the jury , 

Yos, but from what cnuse? That was th e question I asked wen I 

l'o.'.ld that never agnin would a schoolboy be seen reading a copy of 

CHIPS. Through cost of my 8} years, generotions of boys have grown 

up vi th the,:, , and al t hough th e mecory of lle:,ry Willi e and Ti r od Ti.J:l 

lll!IY be assurod of illlnortali ty, nothing remains but tho inquest and 

tho verdict . " 
The very 1"st illustration of Weary Willi e and Tirod Ti.J:l (in 

C!!IPS No. 2997) had tho following caption undornoath ; 

"You'ro tho funniest custoaers I' ve ever soon , " Murgntroyd Mul.i.p 

tho Million:ure ro'11'0d. "You o:,n stny hero for as long os you like 

and tho very bes t of luck to you both , " which is o.11 wo can sny , 

isn't it? 
It certninl,y is , 6Ild as li'ea ry Willie hioself says: "This looks 

" job for life . " Surely no better ending - o.nd happier l ooding -

for tho famous lovabl e pnir of trocps ofte r 57 years of wruulorings 

<Ind ndventures in the poges of CHIPS, 

FOR EXCHANGE: First Large Sorios LEES, 171 18, 19 , 251 27 , 29, 60, 
63, 65, 66, 67, 73, 75, 81, 84. Small 543. GE)IS 1559, 1579, 1500, 

1582, 1585, 1589. FIUI FW 1024, 1939. GREXFIUARS Sa!OOLBOYS Ollli' 

85 . 

~: IIAGNE'rS 006, 009, 826, 843, 8'39, 961, 963, 1005, 1011, 1013, 

1027 , 1028, 1035, 1<1721 1<178. Sa!OOLBOYS OWIIS, JIOOKWOOD, 174, 170, 

182, 198, 202, 206, 220, 284, 308, 341, ST. FRANKS 285, 288, 300, 

303, 306, 309, 312, 318 , 336, 345, 366, 369, 372 , 375, 405 , 408 . 

OLD KINffl! KOIIICS, FIUI FmlS, 

53 WALLASEY PARK, BELFAST 14. 

'ffiE ADTOBIOGRAPHY OF FRANK RICRARI:6: (Maaorinl Edition) 25/ -. 

Availnb l o fra:i all booksellors, or direct , to ney nddross i n t ho world , 

froo Collectors • Digest office . 

--··-·- -- --·- ·------·--· ·------
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H»lIL'IOllIANA ( contiwed fran IX'8• 15) ••• 

BILL LOFTS REPLIES TO CRITICS 

In reply to l!Dssrs , Sutt.on and Crolli o who have come nt eci i n 
roccnt issu es of th o Digest concerni.ng my arti cl e in l as t year 's 
Annual , I do not question th o intcm::l evi dence they off er . I can 
only say that my l ist of substitut e wri tors in t he M,gnc t ,ms coopil ed 
fl'OCI tho offici nl r ecords of th o ti.mo. I mv c no doubt tl1'1t Messrs . 
Sutt on :ind· Crolli e ore ril;ht - and I iil so am ri!l1lt , 

In th ose deys , th o cl osir.g st ages .?f the war and th e tic o im odi 
ot ely following t he ond of t he wo.r, there wer e oru,y opp,l,;-ent anoao.J.ies 
in the A.P. r ecords , but I beli eve the expl '1Dlltion in this case i s 
simple . It is known th.'lt edito r Pcntclow was somewhat, sh.lll 1'0 say, 
occcntri.c in hi s prosenUltio n of sCJile of the stori es - he would insert 
i t cms of his own oven in tho work of Chorlos llomilton. 

Tho iaost f eusibl o oxplom tion, in the rose of stories quoted by 
Ron Crolli e , is th at th o editor · hod acne indiff erent s tori es sent to 
hill frcn various sources . Out of hi s own pocket , he probably jXlid 
smnll sums for these st.ori es, He t hen turned over this indifferent 
!Jlllt ori nl to ono or tho other of his ossist:in ts to knock' into shopo, 
c,ore or less . Fina ll y, tho sto,:y was pibli shed, and Pent olow wus 
p.'lid for it . This i s , of course , to some extent guesswork, but it is 
founded on a· keen stud.)' of conditi ons in tho editori al offic e ot that 
tine , It expl;lins . why " story .may show none of Pentelow ' s s tyl e, and 
yet he coy bo shown as having been paid. for . it in the reco~s. 

It should bo added that though a few irregul a rl ties of thi s kind 
may occur in my li st , the ca jori ty of the st ories cre!li t ed t.o him wore 
actually vri tt en by him. 

Even cooing t o t he pres ent day, I con "l'vool an oXOC!pl e of how 
several authors c.:m have n hwxi in one stpey. Tho s tory in Sexton 
Bloke Library No. 523, entitled "Murder by Proxy," was writt en by M. 
Marquis, B. Hopkins, Arthur MocLoon,. am If, Howard Boker - and was 
pibli shod under tho noco of "Richard Willi""9 , " 

• * * * .• 
9PI .(Jr IWflLTOOA (No. 3. N,.ew Serles) 

There wu a wtld, di scordant shriek from the darkness below, Md 11lth a sudden gasp 
the j1.r1tora wme<I sid tl ed, Bl ake wlth the rei t. 

They acradlled out ot the sta tn,ay, enc: lnto the ruins el>oTe, the la'ltern Jmocklng 
ca tnst a trapen t of maol'l1'7, Md gotng out . 

•Wl.ll ror l t l• gasped D1Arc,. 
And T.llQ' ton across the ruins towards the qu.edrangl,. 
OUtalde the lllllta of tbe old chapel Bl ake eel.lid a halt . The other fell ows 

l 

f 



n luc tant lY s topped. 
•Pway oome on, de&h bo¥1' exela tced Arthur Augustus. 
•we - we haTen't tt nl shed our prep , you tnoR,• aald Di gby feebly. 
• I •ve got to reed Towser, too ,• a.aid Herrles . 
' faith , 8>d I' ve got a le t the r to wri te to me grsndmotne r ,• C1Jttered Rell l.Y. 
Bl ake d id not oove. 
'What dtd 7ou f ell ows bolt t cr?t he decmded . 
•Well, 70U bolt ed, too .• 
•1 j uat f ollowed to bri ng you back,' .setd Blake cautt ousJ.y. 
• Oh, rata 1• 
•Taas , wathah, "ats l You wan lt ke m,ytb1ng11 

•well, Jtm not runn ing er,y turther , • s aid Blake res ol ut el.y. 1 1 te ll you U, llllst 
be a lei:ie , end Yer:r U ke).y the boUnders , CloeYer they are, are watch ing us all t.he time . 
?Uce set or asses we shal l l ookl• 

1 Weally, Bllit.e _. 
• t• m gol ng back,• s ai d BUlke detemlnedl.y . 
• Bl t*e , old can __... 
•Blake, deeh bof _. 
• ReiJea>er the prep -• 
Jock Blake S10rt ed , and marched back towards the Cl"'1Pt, Ugh tt ng the lante rn egat n 

to show the we:,. 
•we est •t desert the st U,y osss• m t tered Digby. •Come onL' 

(11\ere will be a apeclal cocpet l tlon tn a t ew ciontha• tt e>e tn connect ion with th i s 
present se r ies or Gems or Hamilton ta. Watch t or tut UN amounc.ement s.) 

CO!ICERNillG THE ORIGIN OF GREYFRIARS AliD ST, JIM ' S * By D, R, Spi ers 

Towards tho ond of t he second llorl d War, whil e trav elling buck 
from leave to a m l i tury base in Hampehir e , I l eft the London train a t 
Rooding , in Berks hir e , with over two hours to wnit f or my next connec 
tion , which timo I dec id ed to spe nd in exploring th e town, Lo <>ving 
th e sb tion and walking down Frinr Str oot, I came upon a Church bo=ing 
th o well -=embered name of Groyfriars; reading th o fargo bo ard out
side , I l oamed t h:lt it was built i n 1285 by the Francis cans , w:is 
surr endered to Henry VIII nt t he Dis sol u tion, and since then h.'.ld served 
in turn "" Guil db.111 , poorhou se , school and gaol befo re being restored 
in 1863 to i t s pre sen t use as n church of the Engli sh Order , Aft er 
exploring th e desert ed buildi ngs adj oini ng th o Church , and in s pit e of 
a groat deal of very wishful thinki ng , I conclud ed tha t it must be just 
coincidonce ;:md, though roth or relu ct~tly , dismi ssed i t from mind. 

That was sevo nt eon years ago . Rece ntl y , utte r many trnv e l s , I 
return ed to liv e in Hampehire , within oMy distanc e of the Berlcshire 
border and sa>e fift een miles fl"?"' the town of Ren.di ng , where , in spite 
of many del ays und setbacks , I hnvo been working fo r socie ti.J:le on on 
attoopt to produc e an accurate sca le-map of Grcyfri:lrs School and tho 
surrounding distri ct s ; this t o fulfil a long-outs t anding 1JJ:1bition. 
Progress hes boon suro but vcey , very s low; i had got as far as wi 
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actual l ocation for tho . fictioD.'.ll Pegg Bay n t Pegvoll Bay in ens t Kent 
(suspected afto r correspol>lenco with the lnto Fr:lnk Riclu>rcls), and did 
in !net produce n rough provisionnl cap , bnsad on th e dab so for ob
tnin od, but '" '" fa r froc S3ti sfi ed owing to th e difficulty in linking 
up th e coas tal and inland are na. Mr. Gill ' • l e tt or in the Apri l issuo 
of th e C. D. seemed to bo n point er in th e ri ght general direction, and 
did a t l eas t servo in confiming h·o poi nts on which I was ~l roady · 
reMomb l y suro , ( n) tha t th e ci.:ip in tho Autobiogrophy wos incorrect, 
an\ (b) thut Pegvcll Bny; as stn t od nbovc , w:is the oc tunl l ocation for 
Pege; !by . In cidentnlly , Mr. Gill wos quit e right in questioning the 
ori cht a ti on of th o Autobi ogro iny mnp; this m,ip, which is a copy of t ho 
one origimlly shown i n Mognct 1672 of 2/3/1940 , is quit e innccurot e 
:md cus t bo vory mis l eading to m.:my students . 

l!y wif e , who hwJ th e happy knaclc of fiMing odd things I need , 
unknowingly govo mo i:,y next l o'ld; on returning fro m o visit to ReMing , 
she =u rkod t hat sho hod found soco very old builclin&s hear the centre 
of , th o town and thought th oy would bo of int erest to co . They were , 
indeed, f or thcy proved to bo tho rui ns of tho ol d Abbey of RcMing , o 
Benedict i ne momstc ry doti ng· bock to 1121, and , st ill more surprising , 
they wore just a very short distnnc o froc the Groyfrfars Church which 
I had found by chnnco in 1946. Older reade rs of r od llognet days my 
recc.mbor sovcrol rcforcnc Os to tho ' old Abbey of Grayfriars . 1 Also on 
this site is another church (st. Lauranc e ), nlso doting froo 1121, with 
a towor which i s very sici lar to thut shown in somu of the ol d Groy
fri ~rs illust rations; !l.Il D.re3. which wa.s fom orly tho outer courtyn.rd 
of t ho Ahboy (cocpl et o with fountnin); t ho buil dings of St. Jnoos ' s 
Church and School ; and t ho prison behind the Abbay ruins, which is 
situat ed cmc t l y where Herr Hosonblouc's Academy wns , cgnin according 
to eer ly rod Magnet stories . I think, howovor, tlU!.t t he final dis -
covory was tho JJOst significnn t of ~l; browsi ng through a local 
second-hand bookshop, I coma upon :m ol d print copy showing th e Abbey 
and dis trict as it was, including th o nonrby Th,u,es together with some 
of its mnny islands . Cooiporing thi s illus tro tion ( and lorol Ordnance 
Survey c,aps) with dat a and m:ips colloctod froc Magnet s one! Holiday 
.\nnunls fo r icy own rough ca ps, tho r esult was rothor stnrt ling. How
ovor, pcrsonnl opinions <>p!lrt , I oo not r :ish enough t o state that thi s 
area , in conj unctio n vi th t ho Kent aroo, i s dofini t ely th e origin.,1 
l oC!ltion of Greyfriors and/o r St . Jim ' s (in part) , for such a statem ent 
would need ouch DOro in the anturo of proof than I con pit forward at 
thi s stage. Ncvorthole ss , I am sure t hat thero are for too ~ 
~in ts of s imilarity ~~ •"P.!-=tion (ooi,tinued oi, J!8l!8 26..J.:.: 



CONWCTED BY JACK WOOD 

~ Obviousl y , oy first thoughts t his month must be to rish ol l my 
readers a very Hnppy and Prosperous New Year, coupled with the thought 
tha t it will be 70 years ogo next Septeober 19th , that Nelson Lee 
first made hi s debut in The Marv el . To run, in one p,blication or 
another, for nearly 40 yeti.rs - a proud record ~ 

And now, from nostalgi a to more mundane concerns . I see that 
in th o l a test admirable C. D. Annual th.et Vemon Lsy i s comparing t he 
C:istl e ton Twins series by E. S. Brooks with an earlier story in T"ne 
Boys Friend Library, 'Scorn ed by the School ' :mcl ' Tho Cnd of tho 
School. ' These , he sugges t s , had been thought to be by L. J. Beest on, 
but they were , of cours e , reprints of Dreadnought seriols by Brooks 
unde r the name of Comrode. Twins wore n pop,lar feature of sev e ral 
plots by Brooks , and other writ ers , for mru,y years . 

Neil Beck in his review of Some Christmas Lees in tho s::i:no Annual 
sugg es t s th:it 1918 w:is a "missing'' year for seasonab le f are . Not so , 
of cours o , f or it was i n thi s year that Jack Grey took sane of his 
fri ends to his new- found home ot Grey Towers (in Berkshire , I believe) 
<lt th o invi tation of his f<lth er, Sir Crowford Gr ey . The forocr Boy 
from Bemonds ey found plenty of thrills in a typl.Clll Bro oksion 
Christmns of snow, ghosts and villainy . 

Continuing cy ruldi tions nnd ::i:nendmonts to Bob Blyth e ' s compro
hensi ve guide to tho realms of BrooksiMD.. On pages 44 and 45, wo 
shoul d odd CoI19.uest in th e Underworl d ( 1962) and County Down for 
Conquest ( 1963) to the novels by Berke l er Gray , and The Body in the 
Boot (1963) and Murder with a Kis s ( 1963) t o those by Victor Gu=. 

In the li s t of Conquest novels, I would sugg es t that Six Feet of 
Dynnmi te is most probab ly the developed novel fonn of tho s t ory Ono 
MM Blitzkreig promised fo r No. 590 of The 'furl.He r, but appnrently 
novor p,b li shed th ere. Tho Conquest yarn Mr, Ball of Fir e is nn 
almos t word- for - word re-hash of the lost St. Fronk ' s soriol to be 
p,bli shed - Black Hand nt St . Frank ' s which rM in The Gem, 
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I n the Victor Gunn novels , Ironsi des of the Yard would appear t o 

be a re print of Thriller 556, while Nice !by for a Murder is a repeat 
of The Fatal \Inger (NLL 2nd Now Seri es No, 10) o.rxl Dead Man' s \lo.ming 
coces from the opening thoraa of the Dacca the Dwarf series in th e 2nd 
New Sorios NLL. 

Regarding th o information concerning St , Fronk'• on p.'.l8C 47, th e 
hcadm--1.Ster' s name should read "Mclcolm" Stnfford, whil e Dr. Morrison 
Nicholls shoul d corac between his nnrac :ind that of Nelson Lee, Mr, 
Cliff ord, in his time a Fronciscan 1.'.lrry 1.'.lscelles or Dicky D:ilton, 
should be dele ted as he was r eplaced yMrs ago by Mr. Arthur Bl ake 
:ind th e various football coaches , 

On Page 48, in Study F, Dodd' s Christian name is Jerrold (not 
Gerald) . In the Ancient House Rcaove studies , K, L, I'! and N wore 
empty, !lnd so nre X, Y .:md Z in the W'es t House . 

And that ' s enough for now, At a future date i t may be possibl e 
to det3il th e originals for th o Gerold Swan Librory stories of Wes t 
ches t er and Whitel'1Ilds (J ack Cook sorted th ese out some yMrs ago) and 
also t o cross-ch eck the Boys Reale, authorships , As well as cccplot 
ing gaps i n th e Conques t and Ironsides series before 1950, 

Again, all the best for 1964 and happy reading , 

CONCER!IING THE ORIGDI OF GREYFl!LlRS &: SJ', JD!'S (continued fro"' p.24),. 
on tho grounds of coinci dence nlonc , rcccmbori ng o.lso Fronk Richards ' 
l ove of the Th.:ll,cs a nd Mr, Chapnan' s assoc i a tion with th e di s trict, 

In c l osing, I roay add tho.t I can fi nd no in di ca tion of nn alte r
native l ocation in the Kennet v~ll oy aero , as suggested by Mr. Gill , 
though i t is poss ibl e th,t th ere ooy be a connection th er e with St . 
J:il:l' s . 

\/ANTED: M,ignets Nos. 829, m ; "75, 882, 884, 888, s .0 .1. No. 60. 

DR, R. WILSON, 100, BROOMFIELD ROAD. GLASG-011 N. 1. 

ult 8Wl1Jl SHCM HITS BlUBEfE ( rroc p. 32) or Ul.e F'atlOus f tve. Froc t.he stalls, tr 
...- gllni>se him, yeu real i se that t t • s Btlly SUntert s gnn:1rather- ln dlsgu .tse. tb l s l s 

:ash-il lt show\ l l 
BIU.Y BUHrlR nns tw::JC t s plq t~ dally at 2.30 at the Shaftesbury Theatre 

llJmuar, 1ein . Don't Illas tt , Md please shout ' Hallo , old man" to &rlc. F'ayne 
rore you_ pass Into the tr tght Ugh.ts or the West End or LOndon • 

. n next monU'I' s tuue or Clll..1.lrl"O¥' DIClm'. Erl e F'ayne contl'1butes an article •WHAT 
T Ftn.B LIKE TO BE A NIM«M AtOfG THE WHAWI IN fflE BllffER SRCM.• 
._,,..,...,,., ..... - ..... ---- · ... -H.,. __ .,........,,_,..,.,, ..... _,.. ... _____ ,.,,.,...,,,..,._...__ ... ....,, .. ,-.,, 
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Meir.trig °held 26th N9.ed>er1 J963: 

There were apologlea rrom Ted DeYeJ° and Gerald Pr i ce and aa J om Tomlinson could 
not get f!llf87, the attenchr 1ee was doKI to eleTen ..t>ers. '!'tie qul:r. prepared by Jack 
Corbett was one or hlS trick.lest.. Thir teen Item and the cost 81'1100e cculd ge t rtghi 
we.a tour.. The pr ize f or th e wlMer (J&ek Belltteld) wt ll be '•araed at tne Chrtatoas 
meettng. Such was Cbl tt r st It em. The Collec'°r'S Jt ec was Honster L1tr&r7 No. 1 
(NOTeatier 1925}. A fin e mtnt copy conta! n lng the repr ints o r the 8\Dler Holiday 
Serles (ffle Treasure Ktllt}. Tbe COllectora ltem "beartng the exact date of the meting 
was Hagrlfilt No. 16o6 (26/ l1 IJ8) euctl)r iwenty flff years old . One of the t llDOua 
Gilb ert Traer series. Nonren Gregory lntl'OOJced a dtscu,ston dealing with Ul8 
reL,,tlve meri ts of bln'tng outs u ccap.ared wt t.h achoo l n r 1t1a .,.U lag i (toNt) rlv&].ry , 
ln othe r 'fOl'da ~OWt nr1Ua C011n•. Warnn Bell ~ P.c. WOC2eho~• were 111CN tor tile 
•T.Olffl and Cad Idea UKJueh F'r8lk Rtcharo a · abalJted m at.:enihelmtng rc;nc&neH tor baITt ng 
ouu . An ezt.reet .fl"OII tb e DallY Telegraph amounoed the death at 100 yeers old ot 
Rev. John learns wbD quelled tba l aat la'lollm barrtrw out et a public adlool. R&Y 
BeMett gan a ~ on the Tarloua 8Jld Tsled ltem or • tuck9 DOat f a'TOUl"ed b7 tbe 
cbaract.ers or tbe dlrtelWlt acbool at.ortes. rrc. the apart_. lllffl8. or meal.a ln •Hau• 
so mch bat.Id Md dup t aed bJ' Bl.l'lfAr ( and others) he pe.ued on to tu ck shop rare sxt 
gndUal..1¥ t.o tbe wmdertul Cbrlamta meal• we had. ac. lil,art.on Lodge and Eutwood House. 
we .enjoyed Utls though lt made J:!05t of ua a trifle l** l ab. • As BQl.ter would hare 
remarked. •we hadn't had 81Yth1ng s i nce tea.' Ttie l.l trar, ratn• waa: won tb l • week bJ 
Win Partr idge 11boN luck •e• t.o be cbanglng Jun a Uttle . The nen lng rtn l aheel 
wi th a reading b7 Hodge Corbett. R.ARR.Y 8ltClt1'T'm Secreta:7 . 

~ 

HeettrornsoM ~~~T.fui'Whoa a run oouae, l!tld" wen pl eased to ne asa•n 
rnnt t.Jrwr1n; alter bla · l ong abaence throul!l l llne.sa, ~d J lmWal!lh . Jim 11181' mlH otlwr 

·me tlngs tor doDeat l c ~ bus i ness reuon• but we can al"a.Y• depend upon bl m r cr • 
.ctrlatma. Armed "Ith the usual bottle or wine , be UT1T&d t o perform what Cllat bY 
now be b i s ONl spec ial prl vtleg e or to &1tlng &t>aent trl ends , and th e health or the club . 
It ls en oeca.stona l lk e tbts that we wou1a like - to fian "1th us once again such 
stalwart s a.s rrmt case, Don Webster , Ern ie St.etn , lfM:I tbet grend ol d tl&l , 1llbo 
W1rorwnat e1¥ ta no long er with us. Nr . Bwtuer (Tbe Dick Turptn or the o..s.s . c.) 

uong the .arr e, poodence :rece l nd 1:11' Nonll!ll Pragnell was one from IOaTld Hobbs or 
Bttait l e, U. S.A. He baa 6*.ed us to mke a tepe reoordl,. or orie or our aeetlnga . 
This Is rather a tell order, but a\ cur nest meet ing M will dlecu ss t.be posatbll l t7 
ot mkl .ng aoae recordings . 

We were pl ea.Nd to nc e lve a ctirtatmu card rn::a Sette Pate and mdeN of the 

J.J.Jstrallan Club . .............. _. ....................................... _ .. ,., ....................... -. ..... ,., .. ,_.,.,_..,.,,., .................... .,., .. ,.,., .. ,.., ... ,. .. . 



P age 28 ------------ - ----------------···-- .... -. Alt Hana:in, l'tslcbester, sent ua two uee ll mt dn:,rlnga , one ot •Ntpper betng 
sacked Sn dtcrace' Md the other ot •sporu &., et orw rrtors. • I n No'fec:ber Alt also 
aent us a dnlll'ln& or 'Plot Ntsht at St. Frtinu,• io flblcb I referred tn the Nonsltler 
nport, but flllll ch, althouih post ed ln t1i::ie tor guttllcatlon, ..., los t tn t.he poat. b 
I satd then, 90ID8 or u, hs:J had the prt•Uege or ... 1ng Alt' s work a t the Nancbest.er 
meeting aM I re1r. ™n. u no doubt d id mm, ocww , that the quality or tt wu at 
l eaat the equal of t.be be, t which ne r ei,pear'ld SA the old papen . 

We had two qut:n.u, one by Noram pragneu • ooe by 8111 Gall ey. The t l rst wa.a 
"°" yet ega1n b1 Ceorge Riley { I think he t s ~ a case tor the Honopolte s 
C,ot!mlalon) wt th Fram. UnRln and Jack HqSl lhertag seCOOO pl ace , 5ld the aecond wa.s 
wcr,. b1 J OM Farrell wt tb NOf'11l81'1 u nwier up. 

Bert Hs::t,lett very klndlY dona ted a 1929 Roll ~ JJuJJal to Uw ll brsrY lltl.l ch t s 
r.- begtmlng t o l oot be!llthter, and It _, alao deci ded to purchaae the tour 8.0.La. 
ott ered ror 1a1e by Erle Pa,ne In t.be Deeemtt c.D. 

, t would U ke to take tbts opportun ity or nc.d t ng best withe• tcr th e New Tear 
rl(JCI; tterse ystde to all our rrtenda In the Engl.I* Clubs and to our o"nJraeal trtend• 
lJ jUat.nJ.l a , New Ztalm'ld, Canada sld the U.S..&. 

Next meeting Sooda, Jamar,' 12th. BIU.. WINISM 

Hme Roose, nsplenckn t wtth It s new}y dlcen.ted wood gra i ned walls , took: on a 
haw,' atmoll)hent or st. Fr anr.ra Colle ge aro tlltl t.ended to mke Lordahtp 1.ene, EPt 
M" Jch more like Oreys I M Road. The nuca fer t.hll atmo'l)here NU tht attendenee, 
as guest or ))onOUr , or &clll1 Searle, Brooks . r ...... Nellon Lee BUthor. A recoro 
at.i&ndanee wa1 pruent. an,1 Lat1.I '*" • t"eii6bl& rrom the Fl ee ~ House 
cecazine reature •rasnous Chllraeters or r.he l.all&,lm!lc.ed Preas. • Tht 1 UJ:18 u. 
Pleet was t.opteal, F.mrard 0"'81.d Herictorth. tr . Bl"'OOU held the stage ror th e C10si 
or the eTW1 t ng am eriSMtNd nuarnw• que,ttona .aiout Kebon Lee• Sexton Blake etc. 
R• Indulged to IIIMY Nmtntacence a anti meD:>rte1 or ,a11 cmnectton wltb the ,\q],gG&t.ed 
Press end cc:atlnu9d rtg?J.t up to elate wt th hi t hr'.el e7 Grey and Victor O\lln wrlttnga. 
nw mitogNsN he atgned were Yet7' nw:ierou& . ._tng how tbe tt me passed , Ui.ere was 
a l ong tntenal ,tallst th e OOCl)8ll1 enlofed typ,1611 TUJ.etttle rare ablY attTed up by tbe 
ladlta Md prepared bY Joale Pactoon. Even dUrtnc tht a ln~al there were sennl 
lnton::81 chat.I goi ng on bet.ween !tr. Brook.a and bl a !WlY admirers . It was a cieettne: 
that wtll reaatn l c:ri.g tn the ID8QOl"'tes or all PNIIMl,t. 8-0th the Nelson Lee s,d 
Hamlltonl M U lrarlsu Bob Bl7th e and Roger JUffll were TtJ'7 bu17 l oMt ng out book.a 
a papers rcr Chrlstm.s reading. 

t>on Webner proposed Totes or thanks t o \bl bospttabl e Pac1Qnan1 and to Bob B}ytbe 
ror bla er t oru ln a•ntng nr. Brook.a to attend at s m:iorable Chrlsi..s meeting . 

lfext raeetln& at .71, 011Te Road, crtclt l mood, London, N.w. 2. on 8\n1e1, January 
19th. t lnt117 adYlse Bi ll NCl"11s 1t attenclSDI tlt.ber by l etter or phone GU.dstone 81~ . 

tlQE BDUAHIN 

On BatUrdlO', Dececber 14tll, we had our Qr.tlQnal P&n.Y, UW 14t.b •Ince the Club Wal 
rounded In 1950 Sid, altll:lUib two or thre t l'lflUllrl werv ma?OldablY absent , t.MntJ or 
ua assembled tn enttc t r,aitm or en wtJoyebl t -.&na.. FOl"QJl\etely t.he weather wu 
t aTourablt, .u , altlll:>U&b eol tl enough, tbeN ... no s ign or roe;. ao lboae tdlo ha:1 
t.r'ul'tll ed trm Hancbelter, Tork, Nanltleld, 9ld olber pl aces out.aide tbe Leeds -" a were 
not WOJTl ld abOUt t.rsYt lllng omdttlona. 

1 

1 
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i t 4.!6 we all tucke<l Into the te a ,pread betcre ua, m a ve17 t ine teed lt was. 

'!'be l adl es , bl eaa them , excelled tbemelTH tbls year. Llbra.r)' tiustneas followed, and 
then it "81 a eaae of run d'ld gaz:es, all torml bu..slness belng se t ulde tor th e 
oceu lon. 

Plr.n , to teat our wits, we had •out or the Baa,' a s eries ot questions on tbe 
hObbY and general aibjects. There were two team.,, tmder Ceof t're)' Wtld e and F'nrit 
Hancock, S'ld tr a cQ:!()etttor, or &rtf or hU t.em:i-saat.e.s, could not eMtter a quest i on, t t 
•as passed oTer to the othe r sJde,. whO got doubl e points fer a come t an-rer . 
ceorr•s team"°" a close contest, their star perr onier being Ron Hodgson with 16 points , 
While 8111 Wtlltamon scored a s lc,tlar nua>er tor f'l"e.1*.1 • teaa. As uaial , Ule Club 
prov i ded a nutlber or T8luat>le 8'ld usef ul prize s , and these two h8CI the tl rst chotce -
but there was a prize rcr n"er,b<x21'. 

An excursion lnto t he dram8 followed , t,u.t tt wam•r. a kitchen sink aUa l r thla 
tics , the tttl e bei ng •Dtre otstresa, • a traged)' or Big Rall , by WUltec Wlbl ey , which 
to t &et was tak~ tl'OO Hagnet No, 1655. ceorrre, Wi lde , complete 111lth mortar-board , 
an<t wttb Frank Hancock's sitet borrowed ror tile occa5loo, cade e Terr tapos lng or. 
LOcke, SlO Ceny Allison, with !Jakuhltt lllhlskers, ciade a gOOd Gosli ng 'lllllose tunctlon 
was to ho ist the wnappy Nug~t Ult. Hanson) tor a tl oggtn.g. Other Creytrters 
ch.nrncters were played by Tartws or our male meat>ers tn U!.U short and nry OCllstng 
err ort. 

Then we hs:2 supper, att er 1'htch Ceottrey Wilde proposed a 'Tote or thanks to the 
ladles ror proTldtng sudl good rare. 

To wtnd up the evening we had a puzzle bf Fra1*. Hancock, ' Hidden Nai::,es.1 A poge 
ot proae , wttb a number ot words cilH tng , was g in,, to each cocpet t tor , 'flfto had to rtll 
tn t he words , and these , relM'.I In conjunction with lllhat went bef ore or atte r. would 
reveal the SJl'T.emBs ot 2ti Ha::itlton charac t ers . Only Cen"f .Alliso n got all 24; Ceott . 
Wllde being next with 22, Jo.ck Wood end NollY /J.Uaon be ing lolnt t.htrd with 17. 

ay now lt was 9.J.6, and our very enjoyable Chrtlstmas P8".Y C-ODl8 to an en:i; a 
tit ti ng climax tor the Cl Ub t o the year 196.3. -«i.tch , In sp it e or t wo or three sa:1 
l ouea , bas on the tlb:ll e bem a happy md aiceepful one. 

Nut oee ttng, Saturday , 11th J.enuary. f'. H.ANo:>ck , Hon. Sec . 

::t.~ingz.~ 
the Edltor' s le tter·B ag 

~ 1~~''::~ : ; ~ P~:S ~e:v~~!:~~ ~~~~~~:\!:,:nun~r i:e0\t1ZIP8 
El7eeea t hat Jarvi.sh leased In Bmte rt s noce; perhaps 1 ha"Ye rouna the bar •L e Chat 
Ho114 "here Hora:::.e Jaaes Coker had hl a •argument• with Tiger Brmx. Alas , t be r oroer 
ta now e newspaper orrtce; tbe l att er a st.rt~ t eoae cabaret. But 1Qa£1nat lon couplec:I 
wi th nosialgla O!rl do wonders, and the eerles tt"ltch depleted Bll'lt er es a t at. pig In 
d over t s now a very Nal one to me. 

LAURI§ BUmlN (Oll>lnoton): 1 was saddened t o read or the paestng or ttra. HB1Tt son • 
...... ..,.,.,,.,_,,.,,_,,,., .. ,, ... ,,, .. ,,,,,,,,.,,,.,...,,.,.,,,,,.,,,,,,. ... ,.., ................ ,, .. .,.,,,,,. .................... _ .. ,, ............. ,., ...... ,.--.,,,, ... ,.,,. ... , .... ., ..... , .. ,, 
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1 onlJ' mew her troc. Uw SW'Olton cee tl ng1, bUt, as you so u,ii., say , ~ e ffM lndeei:2 s 
genUewcr:lll'l.. It. aeems al gnltleant that D1 ArcJ and Ta:i. Hen"Y should han been her 
t aTourt te che.roct era , tor She poa.sessed the tlne st QU411Uu or eaeb - the nobl e 
character or Gussy and the aunahlne sc lle or the Shell e;c>taln. t t she l eans sadness 
on earth , there will S1N l¥ be JOJ beyond at the w:il t lng or siste r ~a and brothe r 
Charles . 

pAVIO HOBaS (Seattle): Q.Jotln& troc Magnet. 1453. Bunter: 1 1 SUPl)O!le we shal l keep 
up sme a cyle In CourtCIOl'I Squani .• 

rwe•re not goi ng en.)'lllhere near Courtmn Square . We're goi ng t o a pl ec.e cal l ed 
Po\.)ellY, on the coast or OeYoo.shtre,• sa id vemon-6.cl1th. 

I 
Han Oll1)' other readers call ed your attenti on to fbls? 

' (h'cflk. Richards created Polp elIY. t!r . Maurice HcLoughlln has pUil)osel.y centred 
hJs pla, Ulere In C1e1X1l'1 or t he PolpellY aeries or near lY thirty years ~o . We 
~lleYe Ule gestw'e wlll aeke ha,pPY larg e lltD)('rs or Frank Richard s• old t,oys . -m. ) 

~~!:ms!P~:O stm1~!~ ~~~~~1Ys~r~;; !1~,'su~ ~t 
I dl lllWOlntcen tl The Bunter sto ry ffaJ pl aced on the back page - Md oh , tbe t iny 
trtnt l ,11 woold have been over l ooked tr the ! tory had cooe up to upectatlon . Thank 
jooctness u,e tllustraU ons are genu ine. When one t hi nks or al l the wondertul ti.I.lea ~~t= ~t~~eng!~e~t1!,~u~ ~~~br!~r!:!cy C~~~J!~"~~~C:~;~s 
w,arc.on, ror e.tat11le. Wh)' don't you 8l)prtiacti the eclt tcr a.s eur wort?t;" representative? 

(Oh, si r, we wrote to the edito r, but he di d not rep}y . Tears ago I wrot e to 
edit or, regular].y, and alway! had a j olly rep}¥ . Ttiaes have changed , s ir. To-daf 
thef spell Co.irt esy wl th a aoall • c• . - m . ) 

BUI WHITER (Lendon): What a grend 51.ll'l)l"lse to see Henry Webb1 s lltfflderM drsll t ng ot 
Ptp, Squeek, &00 Wlltred, th e erstfth tl e f ll!IOUS De.11Y Nlrror pet s or the 1920' s. HMY 
thanks tor an e.xeell ent Chrlstca.s Nua:ber. 

**** NEW BUNTER SHOW HIT S BULLSEYE :* ** * 
Bl U..Y OO?ll'tR r.ttTS ttJ.GJC I s a glo r ious nlq) ror the YOUl'\8 1n heart or any age . 

Cayf sparkl ing, loyous - th eN ls sooeth t ~ tor everyone tn this 1rand show. Every 
Dea)er or th e ooci,anY l s happy to be appear i ng with the J:l)St fat!IOUS schoolboy s ln the 
world, S'xS t.he happines s or the ent ire coqiany gets tn rect touSly righ t across the root 
U ghts ( actual lY Ulere are no footlights on this rtne tJXtem stage) tnto th! m:llence . 
It t s the thrill or a Utettoe to hear the shrieks or laughter rrom the juven il e {800 
not -BO""juvm Ue) axl lenee. The ts senee or the 1roduet lon Is speed ; It moves at. an 
Incredible ra t e. AllY old boy M\o l ooks dOln hts nose and tries to rt nd fault with a 
show like thts should be g lnn a cha tn::ian' a n oggt ng on the third Sunda.Y or th e rrr:,nth 
and write out. rive tllndred tl mes, •t mst not be an old eurm.ldeeon.• 

The st.ory ts n tm11, yet holda the interest. The Creytrtars cllJms are due t.o 
spend Chr1Bt.cu at PolpellY ( t<,p oarks .xi a bonus t.o Halrlce Mc:Loughlln tor tntro
d\lelfli t hls he~ toUcb.) Polp el lY was the scene ot one or Frank R1charda ' 
inatest Qr t stmas serles. Hundreds ll1ld b.lndreda or sent.lcental aclllt hearts Ill.1st 
leap exultan tl)' at the Shattesbur)' Theat re llhen PoJiielly e«De:8 so naturall.1 int o t he 
eooversat t on. 1be short' opens on the I u t d&Y or t em 1n the ront-rooc at Creytr tars , 
~ .... _ ..... - ---·-----....... ..,.,,,,.....,.... ......... .,.., ... ,. ........ ~ ........ ,.. ..... _ ... , .............................................. ,....._ ...... -
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I FOR SA LE 
I
i BY ORDER OF THE EXECUTRIX OF 'lllE LATE BILL MARTIN I S 

LIFELONG COLLroJ'ION OF OLD DJYS' llOOKS I ---- - --
1 OFFERS REQUFSTED FOR THE roLLOWING LOTS:- , 
t ........... ,. ................... ., ....... ,, .......... ,,. .. ,. ..... , ... ., .................... ,.,., .. ,,...,, .. ..,.. ................. ,. .... ,... ............... , .... ,.,,. ... , .. ,,,,..,,. ... ,,,,.., ... , .. ,,.,.,,., .. ,,,,..,,.., .... i I !fil..2:1. - 5 "Boys Own Libra ry" 3d , j LOT 101 - 2 Paper bnck covered l 
! Nos. 85 , 105, 165, 177 & 195. Well j "Boys Friend Library" 3d , by i 
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i .!f!!'...12 - 6 "Boys Fri end Library" i Good condition . \ 
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HEW JlJNTDl SHOl Hl'lS flJIJ.StTE (continued troc p,aet .}()) 

1r1d a lf(ster l ou1 •h Uor ttnda hi• wa:, lnto t.be eeent. He ltk u to c&ll hlmalr 

Captain Hartle)"-4"rltbt , Nr . QJ.elcb c.btnt.s he Js Kr. Sharpe, n1 later on we bur bla 

called Hl&&l.ns, 11t all tht whtle hi bears a cx,st strtkJng resed> l tslce Co D&Ytd Nixon , 

t hat chap we all love so l&)Ch <i'! television. At tllrl rate, even ,t the stert , he 

.,_ccttd.1 tn a.akin& a JrQUa1"t pJg lode J"Olm. 

Howe•er, tht f'a::XIUJ FiTe do net reach thtlr Intended destlnatton. fl'ltlr motor 

coach 11 wrecked ln t he .snow near PolpellY, and the cheml tJnd theme lv ea ln a IIVSt.u'IOU.S 

old mn, lon on the Comish coast. The Mll or the MU.st ls re plete with oil patntt,., , 

seere t PMtis, and a ches t 11.bl cb aQtMIIU Tlol tn t.J.y lllhen It 1.s opened . ftl.1 QM'ler or uw 
bwst ts a rtery old gentlttWl with a aoutt lee .xi a Clte l-chalr, and "' ,u,rpect hJa as 

aoon a., wt aee Ma. our auaptc ton hardens when we note that tl'lt 1out1 lea; 1, a fal se 

f?Pendlrl• , and th e old 1ent1ecan rluhes li ght signals rrc m his wt ndoflla. And l'fltN 

does BJU, BW'ltU cooe tnc.o all th1'1 R•' • then - an uninvited cues t - don't you tN tL 

This year, there is an ezcepttonaUy strong cast. As alwq.1, the acttnc ts 

E
ecclble. In t oct , It 11 caanutcen t. Never tor one cx:cent ta tl!.e smallest blt or 

Ion alloweid to c,proeeb c.ertcawrt. Lesse r .ct.ors mllbt so eu tl y put on an 

tt rtrent pertc:iraince, a condeseend lnc per roramee, llllhlch would ruin tbe Jhcw. It 

er happens h~. The ater ltng erro rt s or the Bunter ~ could not be tl ner tr they 

,ere perfon:i.tng the CX1st ararnauc pl a.)' rroc Shekespean . 
I 

Oe:,td Nlzon - lo'rable, gentl e , charcl,-, d'ld br1lllan t - 11 • grea t asae t to the 

stiaW. Wttb a worl~ta:iou, m1 tn Ult cast , t.htrt was m;(fa the pou tblllty Ulat ht 

olght ateal ttie show, ao tha t It 11&1 Nal.11 a Bunter !tlOW tn nacie onJ.y. But not wtt.h 

a e&1 , wi th a stu, ao grea t as David Ni xon. He &:lves an altogether dell ght tul 

perton::wince, flttt ,- lnto hJ• part llt. t a hand tn a well - rttttna &love. ! t ts onl1 In 

~ glorious U nalt U\at ht: Dikes th e st•• hta Offl, m:, Pf'O(lleea rrc. no..,.. the aoat 

ta.sclnattrc, the moat loY11Y ramtlY or nbbtta "1lch you ever 391. 

What c..-. ,.. 111¥ or Peter Srtd&m::ant u •8111T 8Unter-?' Rt t s utterly aipert, . 

Tber-e 11 no otb.- WCl"d tor h11 pertormence . 11lt agtlt~ , the nnt , tbt brta tbl eas 

acrobatlct or tht a ar:m.tnc 10Ull& lll!!fl have to be seen t o be beUfftd. Ki a .-.ero ta 

ten-Uto. How ht sti ll come, up sm.111ne arter- tffO hoUr'• or tt l s one or the a 1rac1es 

or t.1lll Shattettiury 1beatN. 

Aft:t 'IIN.t a pil l.- or RNnctb 1, Hlchatl Anthony1 Tboae or us h tan uen 

prevtoua sunttr &howt have eeued to IIU'Tel at his •er11tt ll t1. Last ,ear he wa, 

brlllhnt as a cl Cl'll., thta )'tar he hld ll hi t Oll'I rtne pir,on allcy n1 gOOCI l ooks under 

tbt a,.il N ot an old mn lD a 'lltttl-cha t r. Ht nner pu.ta a toot 'lll"Cq. , Ind 1a a brie f 

0,11el wltb Bll lY !u'lter t t ta clear tblt both co.iJa pUt up a creat pert<rCNl)el tn •Tbt 

Tbret N\llktt Hrs .• A trllJ:l)h or atececntt, thta autl. But, 11 &oda . how tbeH two 

wortu tt •a t trTttlc. 

Cleaient tlCC&llln IPP* ... fer tht rtrst tt • as Hr. QJ:elch and 1tn1 a tt~top 

pertcrmnce. HenrJ Hozon 1htt an uetlltnt ctato as a Comlah couecu,,nt , ,m It ls a 

, oy to hlar Ute C<ITllsh broCUt com, rolltna ott hi s ton(Ue . fl\t hmDt1s f'h' t , u a tum , 

are pC"hapa not quite ao IOOd as lllt rtar, tiut ntnrthtleu the, are more then adeQUat-e 

and do a rt;ttlln& &ood Job. Pteer Sandin u 8ob CherTY, and 0.'f ld Grl rt ln u J atm, 

Ball IN ~ rroo last ,._.. a l)J'O(i.actlon, tbq .... e>l NldlJ cut and atn brt&bt, 

comlnc t na partrayals . lnookln& th t dS111.cbta out ot ta,.a pl .w, t s our °"' &rt e F'e.Yn•· 

Rupl.:lent ln blaer and IChool tte he m.l&bt, fl"Oll th e circle , pua at. a ~.d't:'.:.. 
&dlted bJ £rte Pa.mt , £1.otlt lcr BCUH, Grvtt ROid, Surt>tt.on, S\a"NY. 
t>q>Ucettd b1 Tort O..,llcettrc S'"1oH, 12& ~ Sbllblu, Tart. 


